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PREFACE. 


People, who were willing to un- 


plaining the Latter Part of the 
Church Catechiſm, which re- 


” * nn D — 
N a 5 
E * 


| it 10 their fe- 
| 1 8 +" 


1 


AVING been often 
call d upon,. both by 


my Office, and the 
Rules of e to aſſiſt good 


derſtand and do their Duty, in 


their Preparation for the Sa. 
crament ; I never failed of ex- | 


lates to the Lord's Supper, .by 
the Communion-Service, and 


2 


: 
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quent. Reading, and moſt ſeri- 
ous Meditation; as well know- 
ing that it contain'd the Whole 
of what the Church of Eng- 


land requires from her Com- 


municants, both to underſtand 


and prafliſe : : And being more- | 
over aſſured, that whoever will! 


ſpeak on this Subject, with Au- 
thority and Certainty,, muſt 
ſpeak, from thence, it being the 
Publick and allow d Explana- 
tion of that Doctrine, and the 
very Standard by which all 


other See are to be mea 


ſured, and accordingly admitted 


or rejected. 
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Tp ſave my ſelf the WE 
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theſe things, 1 thought of put. 


i ting them together, in as ſhort 


and plain a Method as I could, 
and printing them, that I might 


have them to offer eaſily to 


ſuch as ſhould think fit to ad: 
viſe with me, on theſe Occca- 


ſions. wy 
' Whilſt I was thus digeſting 


theſe things, and putting them 


in order, there occur d to my 


Mind (and naturally, I thought) 


ſome few Particulars, which, 


altho they are not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the underſtanding. 
the Doctrine of the Sacrament, 


yet I believed they might prove 


uſeful to ſome ſort of Chri- 


 fians ; and therefore, I thought 
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Having found, in the Courſe of 
my Experience, that many Peo- 


ctions, and asked the ſame Que 
ſtions, and therefore that others 
alſo might be glad enough to 
find ſuch Anſwers and Solutions 
as are here given. 


fer from many that are writ- 
ten on the ſame Subject; and 
it would be ſtrange if it ſhould 
uct, for they differ much- from 
one another. But I ſtill refer 
to the Standard, in all things 
where that ſpeaks : And where 
75 KO that 


it not unreaſonable to intermix 
them in their proper places; 


ple had made the ſame Obje- 


The Reader will, undoubted- | 
ly, find this little Book, to dif- © 


OR RT ws TX WE RE 
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.- | -that is ſilent , I refer to the 
= Reaſonableneſs of what is ſaid 
1 | by me ; having had my Eye 


TS i continually upon the Holy Scri- 
- | prures, and not being deſtitute 
e Authorities, for moſt Parti- 
s { culars, if there had been ei- 
) 4 ther need, or uſe of N 
s hem. 


* 


3 _ Some, it is likely, will con- 
- ! clude, I have made the Duty 
- ſeem too caſy, and thereby have 
'- | encouraged both the Careleſs, 
7 and the over-buſy People of the 
{ | World, tocome to the Lord's Ja- 
2» | ble, with leſs Preparation, than 
* otherwiſe they would have done. 
8 To theſe People I only fay, that 
1 L intended nothing like it, and + 
"2 A 4 Bare 


The Geek 


l 


— _ 


awe: reaſon to think. that 10 


ſuch thing will follow : Men, 
I hope, will always come to the 
Sacrament, with a true Peni. 
tent Heart, and lively Faith, 
and then I am ſure they will 
come Worthily. And the ea- 
ſier this is to be done, tis ſo 
much the better, certainly. He 
who repreſents a general Duty, 
difficult, does his Maſter nei- 
ther Honbur nor Service; but 


diſcourages many from attempt- ö 


Ing to perform it, who would 
both attempt it, and perform it, 
were it but repreſented eaſie, 
in any meaſure. And tis des 
monſtrable, that no Duty ſaffers 
more, on this Account, than 
that of coming to the Lord's 


F * 
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Table; abundance of People 
„not daring to- approach it, for 
e | the imaginary Difficulties they 
- 1 think attend it, to One who 
„ comes with light and mean Ap- 

1 prebenſions of it. Hewever, 
he who repreſents things fair- 
o \ ly, can neither be ſaid to make 
e | the Duty eaſy, nor difficult, 
„ but to ſhew it, as be finds 
I. | Fl 


- I hae not adventured- to 
d | ſubjoin any Devotions, Prayers, 
ft, or Meditations, to this little 
„ Bool; as well becauſe I intend- 
ed it not for the Church, but 
% { the Cloſet; as alſo becauſe 
”» | there is ſuch plenty of Books 
s | of that kind, as may very well 
CCC 3 
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eee "pany yr og fr 


the generality, indeed, of Wri- | 
ters on this Subject, eg ra- 

0 
raiſe the Devotion, than in- 
form and ſettle the Under- * 
ſtanding, of their Communi- ' 
cants ; in which thing I found 
0 manner of need to follow 


ther made it their Bui ine 


them. 


Ide Inſtructions, at the end, 
or Rules of Behaviour, du- 


ring the Solemnity, are to re- 


commend themſelves to the Rea 
der, by their pure Reaſonable- 
neſs and Fitneſs ; for there is 
10 Authority, beſides the. Ru- 


bric, in ſuch Matters, that can 


enjoin any thing. But I have 


al- 


Ex! 


—— 
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r ; 1 always thought, that nothing 
i- external could be more edifying 
'a- | and uſeful, on theſe Occaſions, 
10 than a grave, diſcreet, and pro- 
in- per Carriage; and have there- 
r- fore inſiſted much on ſome ſuch 
i- Particulars, as I thought would, 


nd be moſt ſerviceable to that pur- 
ow | poſe. For, the truth of it is. 

we are ſuch weak and imperfef 

Creatures, that very little mat- 
d, ters unſix our Attention, diſturb 
u- | our Prayers, and ſtrangely dif- 
e- |} compoſe our Minds, in the midſt 
a- | of our moſt ſerious Performances; 
e- | and therefore every one is to be 
is } careful, that he neither diſorder 
u- himſelf, or Neighbour, by any 
an | thing abſurd, unuſual, or inde- 
ve rent. SL $Id 
ile 2 


Having 
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Having given the Reader an 


Account of theſe things, I muſt 


deſire him in any doubtful Caſe, | 


not to take my bare Word, but 
to conſult ſome Faithful and Diſ- 
.creet Spiritual Guide, upon the 
matter, that he may either ſee 
Reaſon to alter his Fudgment 


quite, or ſtand the more confirm- | 
ell init. 5 455 | 


me 


Some Books Printed for, and ſold by 


Charles Harper at the Flower-de 
luce over againſt St. Dunſtan's 
Church in Fleetſtreet. n | 


HE Lite of our Bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. An Heroic 
Poem. Dedicated to her late Sacred Ma- 
jeſty Queen Mary. In Ten Books. At- 
tempted by Samuel Weſley, A. M. Each 
Book illuſtrated by neceſſary Notes, ex- 
plaining all the more difficult Matters in 
the whole Hiſtory. Alſo · a Prefatory 


2 Diſcourſe concerning Heroic Poetry. The 


Second Edition, reviſed by the Author, 


and improved with the Addition of a 
large Map of the Holy Land, and a Ta- 


ble of the Principal Matters; with Sixty 


Copper Plates by the Celebrated Hand of 
Mr. Faithory. Folio. 


' The Hiſtory of the Old and New Te- 


ſtament in Verſe, in Odavo, with Three 
Hundred and thirty Sculptures, in Three 


Volumes; Dedicated to her preſent Sacred 


Majeſty. Vol. I. From the Creation to 
the Revolt of the Ten Tribes. Vol. II. 


From thence to the end of the Prophets. 


Vol. III. Repreſenting the Actions and 
Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour and his 


Apoſtles 


Some Books Printed for 2 Har per. 


done by J. Sturt. 


* 


The Pious Communicant rightly pre- 
pared ; or, a Diſcourſe concerning the 
Bleſſed Sacrament 3 where the Nature of 
it is deſcribed, our Obligation to frequent 
Communion enforced, and Directions 
given for due Preparation for it, Beha- 
viour at, and after it, and profiting by it. 
With Prayers and Hymns ſuited to the ' 
feveral Parts of that Holy Office. To 

.which is added, a ſhort Diſcourſe of Bap- 
tiſm. With à Letter concerning Religious 
Societies. In 120. By Samuel Weſley, A. M. 
A Sermon concerning Reformation of 
_ Manners, preach'd at St. Fames's, and St. 
Brides, to one of the Religious Societies. 
All cheſe Four by Samuel Weſley, A. M. 


Chaplain to his Grace Jobn Duke of Buck- 


inghamſhire, and Marquis of Normanby. | 
An Eſſay upon Miracles. In Two Diſ- 


courſes. The. Second Edition, corrected. 


A Sermon preach'd Auguſt 4th, 170 


on occafion of the Death of the Duke of 
Gloceſter. . | #408; 
A Sermon preach'd before his late Ma- 
zeſty at ¶Biteball, November 5th, 1700. 


Apoſtles. By Samuel. Weſley, A. M. Au- 
thor of the Life of Chriſt, The Cutts 


Some Books Printed for C. Harper. 


A Sermon preach'd before the Gentle- 
men educated at Eton- College, Dec. 6, 1701. 
Theſe Four by V. Fleetwood, —Chaplain 
to her Mafeſty. . 


A Sermon preach'd before the Lord 


Mayor and Court of Aldermen, at St. 
Paul's, November 5th, 1702. By Thomas 
IX&nagge, M. A. and Chaplain to the Right 
. Z Honourable Fulk, Lord Brook. | 


The Second and Third Parts of the 


Works of Mr. Abraham Cowley. The Se- 
ſcond containing what was written and 
publiſhed by himſelf in his younger years, 
® reprinted together. The Sixth Edition. 
The Third Part containing his Six Books 
of Plants, wiz. The firſt and ſecond of 
Herbs, the third and fourth of Flowers, 
the fifth and ſixth of Trees: Now made 


Engliſh by ſeveral Hands, with neceſſary 
Tables to both Parts, and divers Poems 


in praiſe of the Author. Folio. ä 
The Hiſtorical and Miſcellaneous Tracts 


of the Reverend and Learned Peter Hey- 


1/n, D. D. now collected into one Vol. 


Wich an Account of the Life of the Au- 
thor, never before publiſhed. Folio. 

The Religion of Proteſtants a ſafe way 
to Salvation; made more generally uſe- 


ful by omitting Perſonal Conteſts, and in- 


ſerting 
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Some Books Printed for C. Harper.” 
ſecti; x 
Caule 


lingworth. In Quarto. 


Arithmetick, or, The Ground of Arts: 21 
that Science, both in Whole 
Numbers and FraQtions, Theorically and 
Practically. Originally compos'd by Dr. 


Teaching 


Record, and others: And now _peruſed, 


corrected, new methodized, 81 much 


improved: And thereunto add 
reatiſe of Decimals, wich the 


Archbiſhop Uſber. With a large Preface 


KF IP: | | - 


whatſoeyer concerns the Common 
of Proteſtants, or defends the 
Church of England : With an Addition 
of ſome —— Pieces of the ſame Au- 
thor, never before Printed. By Mr. Chi- 


a ne- 
emon- 
tration of each Rule, and the Ration it 
has to Vulgar Fractions ; » Alſo why Deci- 

mals are wrought as Whole Numbers, Cc. 
| By Edw, Hatton, Philomercat. In Quarto. | 

The Power of the Prince, and the 
Obedience requir'd of the Subject. By 


LE 
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* 


on your laſt Words, That 
it behoved every Chri- 
ſtian of Age and Under- 


Par. (| HAVE, Sir, thought up- 


1 © ſtanding, to come to the Lord's Sup- 
per, or to provide themſelves with 
* ſuch an Excuſe as they think will 
1 © fatisfy Chriſt the Judge, when he 


“ ſhall ask them, at the Laſt Day, 
* Why they did not comply with that 
“ Command of his, the Night before 
* he died, to Do this in Remembrance 
* of Him? And the more think 


upon it, the leſs able I am to find our 
any ſuch Excuſe, as, I believe, will 
ſatisfie that Judge. And therefore I re- 
ſolve to loſe no more time, in looking 
RY out 
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needleſs. 


Capacity, tho'l have read much upon 
this Subject, I intreat you, in your In- 
ſtructions, to conſider me, as one ve- 


ry ignorant, and bringing nothing 


with me, but a Deſire to learn, and 
do what I am bound to do. 


Min. 1 am very glad it hath plea- 


ſed God to bring to your Mind what 
1 faid, and to inſpire you with ſo 


wholſome a Reſolution as this, of 


ſetting about your Duty, is. Aſſure 


your ſelf, you would have lived and: 


died, without excuſe, had you neg- 
lected it. For, this Command of 
Chriſt being given to none but the 
Apoſtles in perſon, will either oblige 
none elſe, or necellarily take in all 
(Chriſtians of Age and Underſtand- 
ing: And that the Apoſtles under- 

flood 


out for an Excuſe of my Neglect and 
Diſobedience, but to ſet about what 
believe my Duty, and make Excuſes | 
Jam indeed of Age more 
than ſufficient, but being of a ſlow : 
Underſtanding, and of a very mean 
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ſtood it to oblige all other Chriſtians 
Jas well as themſelves, appears from 
the Practice immediately following, 


(which is always the beſt Expounder 


Jof a Law) which was, that the Apo- 


ſtles and other Chriſtians met toge- 


ther in Religious Aſſemblies, and par- 


took alike of the Lord's Supper. And 
that this was the Cuſtom of the 


Churches, where the Apoſtles were 
not preſent, appears from the Hiſtory 
of the Corinthians abuſing this Sacra- 


ment, 1 Corinth, Chap. xi. as allo 
from the Argument which St. Paul, 
from the Chriſtians communicating in 
Bread and Wine, frames, in 1 Cor. x. 
in order to deter them from eating 
things offered to Idols. Now this 
communicating, being made, by Sr. 
Paul, in that Argument, a Badge of 
their belonging to Chriſt, as the eat- 
ing things offered to Idols was the To- 
ken of an Idolater, tis plain he ſup- 
poles all Chriſtians obliged, at time 
and place convenient, to* communi- 
cate. And if it had not been, in his 

| 3 2 time, 
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time, the Cuſtom for Chriſtians to 
come to the Lord's Table, his Argu- 
ment had had no force at all in the 
roth Chap. And if it had not been 
their Duty to come to the Sacrament, 
he ſhould not, in the x 1th Chap. have 


reproved them for coming in fo irre- 
verent and diſorderly manner, but 
have forbidden their coming at all 

for why ſhould they commemorate 


Chrill's Death wworthily, and to their 
great Peril, ſince there was no Obli- 
gation on them to commemorate it 


at all? Since therefore he bids them 
examine themſelves, and come, he 


knows it abſolutely neceſſary that 


they {hould come; and this Neceſſi- 
ty could only ariſe from Chrilt's 
Command, given to the Apoſtles at 
his laſt Supper, a and repeated to St. 
Paul himſelf by Chriſt ; from all 
which, you may fee, that all Chri- 
Nians are certainly obliged to come 
to the Lord's Table, and that no one 
| thould exempt himſelf from obeying 


this Command, whom Chriſt hath 
not 


be thanked, 
your Fault; and, I dare ſay, it muſt 
have been a trouble to you, to have 


—_— —_— 
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not exempted : Let them, therefore, 
look well to it, who ſeldom or never 


God 


partake of the Lord's Supper. 
this will be no longer 


been negligent ſo long. As to the In- | 
ſtructions you require, I know it is 


my Duty to do you all the Service, 


I can, in that Particular; but what 


II ſhall give you, will benone of Mine, 
but the Churches, of which you are a 
Member. 


I do not think I have Au- 
thority enough, to ſay much, of 
my own head, in this great matter; 


nor will you be any Loſer by that, 


for the Church will ſay enough, and 
what it ſays will be authentical, and 
of great weight, which is more than 
can promiſe of any Private Man, 
any farther than he agrees with the 

urch, in her Publick Offices. And, 


tor your Underſtanding, I would not 
Rave you diſtruſt it overmuch, for the 
matter, we are upon, requires no ſub- 
ly nor ſine parts; as you may well 
B 3 ima- 
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imagine, „ when you conſider, that this 
Command of coming to the Lord's 


Table, obliges 42 Chriſtians, High | 


and Low, Rich and Poor, Learned 
and ignorant, and therefore muſt 
needs be plain and eaſy to the mean - 
eſt Capacities. If therefore you ſhall 
know, 1ſt, What a Sacrament is. 2dly, 
Why the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per was ordained. 3dly, What are the 
Benefits whereof we are made Partakers 
thereby, Andlaſtly, What is required 
of them who come to 5205 Lord's Supper, 
you will know all that you need to 
know, and all that the Church requires 
of you. And this you are to learn 
| from the Church Catechiſm, and the 
*Communion-Service, which as it is 
the plaineſt and the eaſieſt, ſo it is, 
doubtleſs, the ſafeſt Method of Inſtru- 


ction, and what you may moſt _ 


upon. 


5 ſee a great deal of Reaſon i in 
what you ſay, and a great deal of Se- 
curity in following tlie Churches Di- 

rections, 


* 
a 
— 
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rections, and will therefore ſeek for 
no other help, for information of my 

judgment and Underſtanding ; tho*'l 
may, perhaps, have recourle to other 
Helps for expreſſing my Wants in 
Prayer, and raifing my Devotion. 
Let me therefore know, 1ſt, What 
you mean by rhe Word Sacrament ? 


Min. I mean an outward viſible 
Sign, of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
given unto us : Ordained by Chriſt bim- 
ſelf, as a means whereby we receive the 
ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof. 
So that there are two Parts in a Sa- 
crament, an outward and viſible Sign, 
ſomething that you can fee; and 
ſomething ſignified, which you can- 
not ſee, i. e. an inward and. ſpiritual 
Grace, which God gives to us. And 
this outward and viſible Sign is inſti- 
tuted and ordained by Chriſt himſelf, 
as a means by which we receive this 
inward and ſpiritual Grace; it is the 
Inſtrument, or Conduit, thro' which 
the Grace of God is conveyed and de- 
„ rived 


8 The Reaſonable Communicant. 
rived to the Souls of Men. And more- 
over, this outward and viſible Sign is 
as a Pledge to aſſure us of that inward 
Grace, 2. e. we are as ſure to receive 
this inward and ſpiritual Grace, if 
qualifyed as Chriſt requires, as we re- 
ceive the outward and viſible Sign. 
And, ſince it is the ſame Chriſt, who 


inſtituted the outward Sign, who is 


to beſtow this inward Grace, the du- 
ly partaking of the outward Sign muſt 
needs be as a Pledge to aſſure us that 
we ſhall receive that inward and ſpi- 
ritual Grace. Thus, for inſtance, in 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm there are 
two things, 1ſt, The outward and vi- 
fle Sign or Form, which is Water, 


wherein the Perſon is baptized, in the 


name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
inſtituted by Chriſt, 2dly. The in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace, which is, a 
Death unto Sin, and a new birth unto 


Righteouſneſs, for being by nature born 
in Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we 


are, by being baptized, made the 
Children of Grace, Here, the outward 
nai and 
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and viſible Sign, or the being bap- 
tized in Water, in the Form preſcrib'd; 
is the Means, by which the Party bap- 
tizd (if rightly qualified by Faith 
and Repentance) receives the Grace 
of having his Sins forgiven, and of 
being adopted one of God's Children. 
And his being thus baptized, is as 4 
Pledge to aſſure him of receiving the 
Forgiveneſs of his Sins, and being made 
a Child of God, and Partaker of all 


the Grace and Favour that belongs to 
that Relation of a Son. 


Par. But may I not here enquire, 
whether the Death unto Sin, and New 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs, before-men- 
tioned, do not intimate the Condi- 
t, tions upon Mang Part, on which he 
in- enters into Covenant with God, in 
a | Baptiſm? 


ru Min. Every one indeed who is bap- 
we | tized, does thereby engage and ſti- 
he pulate, to die to Sin, and live to God, 
rd . e. to ceaſe from Sin, and live 
Life 
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Life of Righteouſneſs. But the Grace 
of Baptiſm, is fomething beſtow'd 
and promiſed by God on his 
and therefore a Death nuto Sin, does 
here Ggaify the Pardon of paſt Sins 
to him who is duly baptizd, and a | 
- New Birth unto Righteouſneſs, is rhe | 
| Promiſe of Gods Grace to aſſiſt the 
Baptized in living righteouſly for the 
time to come. For every one who is 
duly qualified, by Faith and Repen- 
tance, to come to Baptiſm, and is 

i duly baptiz d in the matter and man- 
ner preſcribed by Chrift, is actually | 
forgiven all his paſt Sins, and in | 
Nate of Grace, and Regenerated by | 
the Holy Spirit. And yet, even af- 
ter Baptiſm, he is alſo oblig'd to dic 
to Sin, and live to God, to cruci- 
fy the old man, continually to morti- 
fie all his evil and corrupt affefions, | 
and daily to proceed in all virtue, and | 
godlineſs of living. We are by Nature | 
born in Sin, and Children of Wrath, 
2. e. under God's Diſpleaſure; but be- 
ing baptized, we are made Child * 
. 
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inward and ſpiritual Grace the thi 


of Grace; i. e. our paſt Sins are for- 
given, and we are put under God's 
Favour, and we engage, in that Co- 


| venant, to continue ſo; which can- 


not be, but by dying to Sin, and li- 
ving to Righteouſneſs, for the time 
to come, which, without God's Grace, 
cannot be done by any of us. 


Par. I am very well ſatisfied with 
what is ſaid; and, if you pleaſe, 


would now come to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, in which, I —— * 


poſe, there muſt be alſo two things, e 
the outward and viſible Sign, and the 


ſignified. What is the outward part, 
_— or Sign of the Love s Sup 


+1 
1 
EIS ., <1 
WF 
. 
$2 
* . 
a. 


Mis, Bread and Wine which the 
Lord hath commanded to be received, 
i. e. to be eaten and drunk by all ſuch 
as come to his Table. 9412 


é—ü— 
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par. What is the inward part or 
thing ſignified by this Bread and 


Wine 2 


Min. The Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
which are verily and indeed taken, and 
received by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper, 


Par. I can eaſily underſtand, that 
the Bread broken, ſhould ſignify the 
Body of Chriſt, broken on the Croſs; 
and that the Wine poured out, ſhould 
ſignifie the Blood of Chriſt, ſhed at 
his Crucifixion : But in good truth, I 
cannot comprehend how this Body 
and Blood ſhould be verily and indeed 
taken and received by the Faithful in 
the Lord's Supper: Thoſe Words ſound. 
as if we were to eat the Natural Bo- 
dy, and drink the Natural Blood of 
Chriſt ; I tell you, Sir, theſe Words 
puzzle all plain People; whatmult- 
do wititherr—end 


TT... how muſt ! un- 
derſtand them? _ ------z: 7 
Rake f hee 
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p Min. The Church of England, in 
4 the laſt Rubrick of the Communion- 
Service, declares that the Natural Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt are in Heaven, 
and not here; it being againſt the truth 
of Chriſt's Natural Body, to be, at one 
time, in more places than One. And 
therefore maſt declare,” that we can- 
not eat and drink Chriſt's Natural 
Body and Blood, in the Sacrament ; 
ſo that the Real Preſence, maintained 
by the Church of England, is not the 
Preſence of Chriſt's Natural Body, 
but of his Spiritual and Myſtical one, 
i. e. a Real Preſence of Chriſl's in- 
viſible Power and Grace, ſo i» and 
with the Elements of Bread and Wine, 
as to convey Spiritual and Real Ef- 
fects to the Souls of ſuch as duly re- 
ceive them ; as the Church is called 
the Body o 2 becauſe of his Spi- 
rit quickning and enlivening the Souls 
of- Believers. And fo the Church of 
Chriſt did heretofore pray, in the 
Prayer of Conſecration, That the Spi- 
' rift 
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: rit of God, coming down upon: the Ele- | 
ments of Bread and Wine, might make 


them the Body and Blood of Chriſt, ſo 
that t 


the Spirit of God, with the Elements 
of Bread and Wine, that can be ima; 
gined, can never make them the Na- 
tural Body and Blood of Chriſt : (For 
if there be but One Natural Body of 
Chriſt, nothing elſe can be that Bo- 
dy : ) But the Deſcent of God's Spi- 
rit ap, and Union with, the Bread 
and Wine, may make thoſe Elements 
as communicative . of the Grace of 


Chriſt, and of the Efficacy of his Spi- 


rit, as his Natural Body was, whilſt 


| he lived upon the Earth; and this is 


what the Church requelted' in that 
Form of Prayer. . 


Par. What therefore would you 
have me believe diſtinctly of this 
matter. ex 


hey who received them, might be 
led with the Grace of his Spirit. Now 
the cloſeſt and the neareſt Union of 


Min, 


his 


lin, 
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Min. That, after the Conſecratiou. 


ſuch a Divine Power and Efficacy doth 


Y accompany the Holy Sacrament, as 


makes the Elements become the Spi- 


ritual and Myſtical Body of Chriſt. 
And to allure your ſelf, that the 
Church of England knows no Corpo- 
ral Preſence, nor any Change of the 
Elements into the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, you may obſerve, 
that in the Firſt Exhortation of the 
Communion-Service, ſhe tells us, That 
God did not only give his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, to die for us, but alſo to be our 
Spiritual Food and Suſtenance in that 
holy Sacrament. Now Spiritual Food 
and Suſtenance, is, doubleſs, the Food 


and Suſtenance of the Spirit; becauſe, 


whea it is asked, in 


the Catechiſm, 


What are the Benefits whereof we are 
made Partakers by the Sacrament, the 
Anſwer is, The Strergthening and Re- 
reſhing of our Souls, by the Body and 
Biood of Chriſt, as our Bodies are by 
Whereas, if the 
Na 


the Bread and Wine : 


Natural Body of Chriſt were in the 
Sacrament, what ſhould hinder it 
from being as much the Natural 
Food and Suſtenance of our Bodies, 
as any other Meat and Drink' in the 
World? And fo, in the Third Ex- 
hortation, we are told, That, if with 
a true penitent heart, and lively Faith, 
we receive that holy Sacrament, then we 
11 eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and 
rink his Blood, Now, to eat and 
drink Spiritually, is a figurative Ex- 
preſſion, and ſignifies, the feeding up- 
on Chriſt's Body with our Heart, by 
Faith; and fo the Church explains it, 
when the Miniſter delivers the Bread 
to the Communicant, as you may ſee 
in that place. We are therefore as 
 werily and indeed filled with the Grace 
of Chriſt's Spirit, by duly receiving 
theſe Elements, which he calls his Bo- 
dy and Blood, as we ſhould be by 
eating and drinking his Natural Fleſh 
and Blood ; he calls the Bread and 
Wine, his Body and Blood, and he 
makes them ſo to all Spiritual _ 
EE | an 
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and Purpoſes. And farther than this, 


there is, I think, no going, conſiſtent- 
ly with the Declarations ot the Church 
of England, both i» the Office of 
Communion, and after it. To ſay 
the Bread and Wine, after Conſecra- 
tion, become the true Natural Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, is to deſtroy 
the very Nature of the Sacrament, - 
and to make the Sig to be the Thing 
fignified ; for, if the Bread and Wine 
be tranſubſtantiated into the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, then is the Sig loſt, 
becauſe there is no Bread nor Wine 
remaining: Which is not only con- 
trary to Senſe, but to the Definition 
of a Sacrament, which is made up of 
an outward and viſible Sign, as well 
as of an inward and ſpiritual Grace. 
As therefore, in the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, the Water remains ſtill true and 
natural Water, after its Sanctification 
to the myſtical waſhing away of Sin, 
ſo do the Elements of Bread and Wine, 
remain {till true and natural Bread 
and Wine, after the Conſecration of 

e | them 
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them to the End and Uſe appointed 
by Chriſt our Saviour. But as, in 
Baptiſm, the Water, when ſanctified 
to that peculiar Uſe, and uſed in the 
manner preſcribed by Chriſt, differs 
from other common Water, in that 
it is made, by Chriſt's Bleſſing and Ap- 
poinment, the Inſtrument and Means 
by which he conveys Forgiveneſs of 
Sins paſt, to the truly faithful Pe- 
nitent, and regenerates him to New- 
neſs of Life, tor the time to come; 
ſo in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, after Conſecration, differ from 
other Bread and Wine, in that they 
are called the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, and are the Means and Inſtru- 
ments by which Chriſt conveys the 
Grace of his Spirit to the worthy 
Communicant. And be aſſur d, my 
Friend, that you can be no loſer by 
this; for, Bread and Wine (or any 
thing elſe which it had pleaſed Chriſt 
to have choſen) may be, by the 
Bleſſing and Appointment of God, as 
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communicative of Grace, as the true 
Natural Fleſn and Blood of Chriſt, 
it ſelf, can be: For even that (if you 
could indeed eat it with your Teeth) 
would no more communicate Grace, 
or any Bleſſing, to the Receiver, with- 
out fuch Inſtitution and Appoinment 
of God, than any other Food in the 
World, that you can eat. 


Par. The Sacraments, therefore, 
being matters of mere Inſtitution and 


Appointment, I am concern d to know 


no more, either what they are, or 
how they operate, than it hath plea- 
ſed God to reveal in the Holy Scri- 
ptures. And it will be ſufficient, you 
ſay, to believe, that the Conſecrated 
Elements are both call'd, and made 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, ſo verily 
and bed, toall Spiritual Intents and 
Purpoſes, as to convey to the Faith- 
ful Receiver whatever Grace and 
Bleſſing Chriſt hath annexed to the 
due Performance of theſe Holy Rites. 


It is now time to ask, Why was the 
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| Sacrament, of the Lord's Supper or- 


dained 2 


Min. For the continual Remembrance 
of the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, and 
of the Benefits which we receive theres 


„ 


Par. I ſuppoſe then, that at this 
time, we are molt eſpecially to re- 
member that Chriſt died for our Sins ; 
and that the Bread which ſignifies his 
Body, and the Wine his Blood, do 
put us in mind that his Body. and 
Blood were broken and ſhed for us, 
upon the Croſs. This is a very ea- 
ly thing, is there any thing elle in 
it? 


Min. No, nothing elſe; Chriſt 
when he inſlituted this Sacrament, 


ſaid only, Do this in Remembrance of 


of Me : So all the Evargelifts tells us, 
and mention no other end of this In- 
ſtitution. And ſo St. Paul, repeating 
-what Chriſt ſaid to him himſelt, 


I One, 


wu PT figs |! 


wh =D Am * ww V f A re AA = 3TH 


Pp x 4 , N . . * a p of ** N #7 ; 
R FO c 
* 9 n * mes ts. 46 — * » * ” a> * al + p : 

* einer a 5 * N e 7 9 e nn 
»; > S- * th n 8 J gp * * 7 LATE" Pur n * 2 . F 
n | J a 3 , . n * 7 
U * r is ; 1 2 * ww "== 
x "JF 3 - 


7 
the Bread he ſaid — fate, eat, This 
is my Body, which is Broken for you, 
ce this do in Remembrance of Me. And 
id of the Cup — this do ye, as oft as 
FE ye drink it, in Remembrance of Me. 


And then explains himſelf in the 
Verſe following, after this manner, 
For as oft as ye eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 
Death, till he come. After this, it will 
be no wonder, if the Church of Exg- 
land neither declares, nor intimates, 

any other End or Uſe of the Inſti- 
tution of the Sacrament, than Tle 

Commemoration of Chriſt's Death ; for 

how ſhould any one know the Will 


of Chriſt but by his Words? and 


what they are, you have ſeen. But 


iſt now attend to what the Church ſays. 
t, 1ſt. In the. Firff Exhortation before 


of the Communion- Office. On ſuch a 
18 Day (ſays her Officer) I purpoſe, by 
* God's aſſiſtance to adminiſter, to all ſuch 
1g as - ſhall be religiouſly and devoutly diſ- 


# poſed, the moſt b Sacrament of 


the 
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x Cor. xi. 24, 25. tells us— that of 
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the Body and Blood of Chriſt, to be by 
them received, in remembrance of his 
Meritorious Croſs and Paſſion ; whereby 
alone we obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, 
and are made Partakers of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Then, in the Second Ex- 
hortation : And as the Son of God did 
vouchſafe to yield up his Soul by Death 
upon the Croſs, for your Salvation; ſo 
is it your Duty, te receive «the Com- 
munion, in Remembrance of the Sacri- 


 fice of his Death, as he himſelf hath - 


commanded. And in the Third Ex- 
hortation, thus: And to the end that 
we ſhould. alway remember the exceed- 
ing great Love of our Maſler and on- 
ly Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, thus dying for 
us, and the innumerable Benefits which 
by his precious Blood ſhedding he hath 
obtained to us, he hath inſtituted and 
ordained Holy Myſteries, as Pledges of 
his T.ove, and for a Continual Remem- 
brance of his Death, to our great and 
endleſs Comfort. And ſo in the Prayer 
of Conſecration, — Who did inſtitute, 
and in his Holy Goſpel, command us to 
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continue a perpetual Memory of that his 
þ precious Death, until his coming again. 
y And three or four lines after, — A4c+ 
cording to thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus 
* Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in Remembrance 
„f bu Death and Paſſon. And when 
is the Miniſter delivers the Bread to 
h each Communicant, he ſays, Take and 
5 eat this, in remembrance that Chriſt 


— died for thee. And of the Cup, Drint 
1 this in Remembrance that Chriſt's Blood 
& was ſhed for thee, 

4 Par. Since, then, the Scriptures, 
[- the Church Catechiſm, and the Com- 


munion-Office, ſpeak of no other end 
of Chriſt's inſtituting the Sacrament, 

than for the Remembrance of his 
Death, I need not be concern either 
to inquire after any other End, or to 
believe there is any other ; whatever 
private People may offer in their Dif- 
courſes on this Subject. 8 8 


Min. You take me right: There is 
no other End declared by Chriſt, nor 
: „ 
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by the Church of England, of the 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament, than to 
come to his Table, to take and eat 
Bread, and drink Wine, (made to rhe 
Faithful Receiver Chriſt's Body and 
Blood) in Remembrance of Chriſt's 
Death and Sufferings ; bur this muſt 
not hinder you from doing all that is 
previouſly neceſſary to qualify you 
to commemorate this precious Death 
worthily, 


Par. That I apprehend : Nor muſt 
I commemorate this Death, barely as 


the Death of Chriſt, but as he was 


a Sacrifice for Sin; i. e. if ] under- 
ſtand it right, his Life was offered up 
to God, upon the Croſs, for the Ex- 
piation of the Sins of the World, and 
for the Attonement of Gods Anger; 


juſt as the Lives of Beaſts were, under 


the Moſaical Diſpenſation, offered for 
the Expiation of ſuch and ſuch Of- 
tences, upon which the Party offend- 


ing was acquitted of whatever le- 
gal guilt he had contracted, When 


there- 
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therefore I commemorate the Death 
of Chriſt, I muſt remember, not on- 


ly that he died, but that his Life was 


3 up to God, a Sacrifice, and 
was accepted of him, for the Sins of 
the whole World. This the Scri- 
ptures aſſure us of, in — 1 places; 
and this the Church expreſſes, in the 
Prayer of Conſecration, thus, That 
God, of his tender Mercy, gave - his om 


ty Son Jeſus Chriſt, to ſuffer Death ap- 


on the Croſs, for our Redemption, who 


made there (by his one oblation of him- 


ſelf once offered) a full, perfect, and 


ſufficient Sacrifice, O lation, and Satis- 


faction for the Sins of the whole World. 


This I underſtand, by commemora- 


ting Chriſt's Death as a Sacrifice, or 


the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death; and 


I hope this is ſufficient ; for | do not 


care, in how ſmall a Compaſs, my 


Belief lies, provided it be all that 1 
"ray neceſary. 


Min. You have read the Commu- 


njon-Servies well, and made good * | 
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of it; and indeed you need to go no 
farther: For all you have to do, is 
to remember and believe, that Chriſt 
died, and that his Life was offered 
up a Sacrifice to God, for the For- 
giveneſs of the Sins of all the World, 
and was ſufficient for that purpoſe. 


Par. But what are the Benefits where- 
of we are made Partakers by receiving 
this Sacrament 2 for tho' I come to 
' it, becauſe commanded, and do there 
(as I am alſo bid) commemorate the 


Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, yet what 
advantage is it, ſo to commemorate 


Chriſt's Death? 


Min. The Benefits of Chriſt's Death 
are numberleſs and ineſtimable ; it is 
the Fountain and Foundation of all 


God's Mercies, which he either be- 
ſtows on Men in this Life, or pro- 
miſes in the other. And, doubt- 
leſs, the Benefits of duly commemo- 
rating this Death, are alſo very greaty 
and therefore the Churches Anſwer, 


to 
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O to this Queſtion; is —The ſtrengthen- 
" ing and refreſhing of the Soul by the 
4 Body and Blood of Chriſt, as our Bodies 
are by the Bread and Wine, The Death 
| of Chriſt is as much the Life of the 
, Soul, as Bread and Wine are the Life 

| and Suſtenance of the Body. Bread, 
you know, is the Staff of Life, and 
Wine is that which cheareth the Heart 
of Man, and ſupporteth his Spirit; 
and they are put here to ſignify the 
whole Suſtenance of Man's Life : As 
therefore a Man's Body cannot be ſup- 
ported and maintaind with Strength 
and Vigor, without the Suſtenance 
of Bread and Wine, ſo does the Life 
of the Soul conſiſt in Faith on the 
Son of God, and would, without it, 
languiſh away and die. Theſe, you 
ſee, are figurative Expreſſions, and 
mult be ſo, by reaſon the Soul can- 
not properly be ſaid, either to eat or 
drink, But it is eaſy enough to un- 
derſtand, that as Man's Body lives by 
Meat and Drink, ſo does his Soul by 
Faith in God, and Hope in his Pro- 
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miſes; and that, as when the Body 

is faint and languiſhing, it is ſupport- 
ed and revived by Bread and Wine, 
ſo is the Soul of a poor penitent 
Offender ( when fainting under the 
weight of its Guilt) ſtrengthened, re- 
freſh'd, and quickened again to Life, 
by remembring what Chriſt has ſuf- _ 
fered for his ſake, how he died to 
redeem his Soul, to make Satisfacti- 
on to God for all his Sins, and re- 
concile him to him. And therefore 
to commemorate the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Death, muſt needs be the 
Retreſhment, Comfort, and Support 
of a Man's Spirit, and the very Life 
of his Soul. But you will have a ful- 
ler View of all theſe Spiritual Advan- 
tages, by reading the ſecond Prayer, af- 
ter the receiving the Sacrament, where- 
in the Communicants give Thanks to 

I God (by the Mouth of the Miniſter) 
. for that he vouchſafes to feed thoſe, 

4 who have duly received thoſe holy My- 
fteries, with the Spiritual Food of the 
moſt Precious Body and Blood of * 
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and does aſſure them be of his Fa- 


vour and Goodneſs towards them; and 


that they are very Members incorporate. 
in the Myſtical Body of his Son; which 


is the bleſſed Company of all Faithful 
People; and are alſo Heirs, through 
Hope, of his Everlaſting Kingdom, by 
the Merits of the moſt precious Death 
and Paſſion of his Dear Son. In which 
Words, the Church numbers up the 
Benefits that accrue to the worthy Re- 
ceiver, I/. They are fed with the 
Spiritual Food of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. 24ly. They are aſſur d, there- 
by, of God's Favour and Goodneſs 
towards them. 3dly. They are Mem- 


bers of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 7. e. 


the Church, of which Chriſt is the 


Head : And, 4thly. Heirs of Salva- 


tion, Now though we are made in 
Baptiſm, Members of Chriſt, Chil- 
y of God, and Inheritors of the 
om of Heaven, yet was it for 
Merit of Chriſt's Death and Suf- 
ekings that God was: pleaſed to en- 


tes inte Covenant with us in Baptiſm, 
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and thereby gave us Right to- all thoſe 
Benefits and Privileges. And there- 
fore we have ſeen that the Sacrament 
was ordain d for the Commemoration 
of the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, and 
for Commemoration of the Benefits 
that we receive by that Death ; and 
the Commemoration of theſe Benefits 
are, in truth, the ſtrengthening and 
refreſhing of the Soul as Peoples Bo- 
dies are refreſh'd by Bread and Wine. 
To think, remember, and believe, that 
by duly receiving theſe bleſſed Ele- 
ments, we are fed with the Spiritual 
Food of Chriſt's Body and Blood, 
that we are thereby aſſur'd of God's 
_ - Favour, Members of Chriſt's Church, 
and Heirs, through Hope, of Ever- 
laſting Salvation ; to remember, I ſay, 
theſe Honours and Advantages, mult 
ſtrengthen and refreſh the Souls of 
humble Sinners, as much as Bread 
and Wine can do their Bodies. You 
mult bear with the Repetition of 
theſe matters, in order to your bet- 
ter underſtanding them, and their 
e being 


33 
i 
* 2 


being the better impreſſed on -your 
Mind. - 


Par. I thank you, Sir, and perceive 

I am no Loſer by the frequent incul- 
cating of the ſame thing. Let me, 
now, if you pleaſe, give you a ſhort 
Summary of what you have diſcourſ- 
ed of, that you may ſee, whether 1 
have underſtood and taken you right. 
TE find my ſelf indiſpenſably obliged, 
3: * by Chriſt's Command, to come to 
A the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and I do not ſee what can ex- 

_ © cuſe me from doing fo, being of 
„Age and Underſtanding, and ha- 
| ving convenient oppo. cunity. When 
* I come there, I am to do, as Chriſt 
„bad his Diſciples do, take the Ele- 
* ments of Bread and Wine, and eat 
* the one, and drink the other, in 
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„The Bread, I underſtand, is by ap- 
© pointment of Chriſt, to ſignitie his 
60 . and the Wine his Blood. 


"= 2 when I eat the Bread,'I am to 
# | ** 
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„ Commemoration of Chriſt's Death. 
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remember that Chriſt's Body was 
* cruelly uſed, nailed to the Croſs, 
* wounded and pierced. And when 
* Tdrink the Wine, I am 'to remem- 
* ber that his Blood was ſhed and 
* poured out upon that Croſs. This 
* Death of Chriſt, 1 am to look upon 
* as an Expiatory Sacrifice, which he 
2 offered up to God upon the Croſs, 
4or the Sins of all Mankind, and 
* for mine in particular amongſt the 
* reſt, if I take care to quality my 
* felt as he requires. This Bread 
and Wine thus blets'd and conſecra- 
* ted to this particular Uſe, I am not, 
* you ſay, to conſider as common 
** Bread and Wine; nor yet to think 
they are at all changed in their 
Nature; but to call them the Body 


V and Blood of Chriſt, and to belicve 


* they will (if worthily received) 
© convey to me the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death and Paſſion. This Virtual 
Preſence of Chriſt's Body and Blood 
I can underſtand, and it is Real as 
to all Spiritual Intents and da + 
N or 


o 2 4 2 pq 
wo af * 3a oh + 4 * 
. eh ve 


7 
- 
N 


__ CO ltr. 


The Reaſonable Communicant, 33 

for God, I am ſure, can as well con- 
vey his Grace to my Soul, and make 
me Partaker of the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death by theſe Elements, which, be- 
ing bleſſed, ſignify and repreſent his 
Body and Blood, as by his Natural 
Fleſh and Natural Blood, if I could 

eat the one, and drink the other. 
_ Farther than this, I am glad to hear 
you think the Church of England 
does not go. But ſince all theſe great 
Advantages and Spiritual Benefits ac- 
crue only to him who comes to this 
Table of the Lord, duly and worthily 
prepar d, it is moſt neceſſary that I 
ask, in the laſt place —What is re- 
quir d of them who come to the Lord's 


Supper 2 NG 


Min. Zo examine themſelves, whe- 
ther they truly repent them of their for- 
mer Sins; ſtedfaſily purpoſing to lead 


p a new Life, have a lively Faith inGod's 


Mercy: through Chriſt, with a thankful 
Remembrance of his Death, and be in 
Charity with all Men. 

N * 9 Par. 
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Par. A great Work, I aſſure you, 
if every thing be conſider d particu- 
larly. | 


Min, Be not ſrightned; it is no 
more than what all Chriſtians are al- 
ways obliged to, as well when they 
come not to the Sacrament, as when 
they come to it. 


Par. What is it, truly to repent of 
all my former Sins 2 


Min. I will tell you, in the Words 
of the Church, in her Firſt Exhorta- 

tion. It is, to examine your Life and 
Converſation, by the Rule of God's Com- 
mandments : and whereinſoever you ſhall 
perceive your ſelf to have offended, ei- 
ther by Will, Word, or Deed, there to 
bewail your own Sinfulneſs, and confeſs 
your ſelf to Almighty God, with full 
- purpoſe of Amendment, Nothing can 
poſſibly be plainer. You muſt bethink 
your ſelf, how you have ſpent "ow | 
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Lite paſt, and what Commands of 
God you have tranſgreſs'd, and what 
you have neglected; what you have 
done which was forbidden by God, 
and what you have not done which 
was commanded. This, your Con- 
ſcience (if you be in earneſt) will, 
upon ſome ſhort Reflection, bring to 
Memory: And, for this, you mult 
implore God's Mercy, and beſeech 
him for Chriſt's ſake, to forgive to 


you, 


Par. Is it enough, then, to confefs 
my Sins to God, and to be unteigned- 
ly concern d and ſorrowful for having 
offended him ? Is this, to have Re- 
pented 2? | 


Min. Lou muſt remember, that 
our Sins are againſt God, and againſt 
our Neighbour : And that Repentance 
implies not only Sorrow for Sin, but 
an Endeavour to undo, as far as we 


can, whatever we have done amiſs. 
Now, in all Sins that are ſo done, as 
of D 2 no- 
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nothing of them can be undone, nor 
any Amends made for them, there 70 
confeſs them and be ſorry for them, is 
ſufficiently to repent of them, becauſe 
it is all that a Man can do; where 
a Man can do more, more will be ex- 
peed from him; for Repentance is 
the undoing, as much as we can, 
what we have done amiſs. And, if 
you remember this, you will eaſily 
| ſee, what Repentance will ſuffice for 
almoſt all Sins. It is therefore for 
ſuch Sins ( wacther againſt God, or 
Man, or both) as cannot be undone, 
nor other Amends made for them, 
that the Church calls upon you, 7o 
bewail them, and confeſs your ſelf to 
God, with full purpoſe of Amendment. 
But, for other Offences, the Church 
directs you otherwiſe. If (faith ſhe) 
you ſhall perceive your Offences to be 
ſuch, as are not only againſt God, But 
. alſo againſt your Neighbours, then you 
ſhall reconcile your ſelf unto them, be- 
ing ready to make Reſtitution, and Sa- 
tisfaition according to the utmoſt of your 

Power, 
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Power, for all Injuries and Wrongs done 
by you to any other ; and being like- 
wiſe ready to forgive others Tr have 
offended you, as you would have for- 


giveneſs of your Offences, at God's 


hands. 


Par. But what if I am able to 
make no Reſtitution, or Satisfaction 
at all, for the Injury have done my 
Neiglibour Muſt I not come to tie 
Sacrament, provided I acknowledge 
and confeſs my Sin to God, and pro- 


miſe, in my Mind, to make Amends, 


whenever Il am able : 


Min. Yes certainly, for this is all 
the Repentance you can ſhew, under 


your Inability of making Satisfaction; : 


and ſuch a Reſolution of being juſt 
and honeſt, is ſufficient, till you are 


able to put it in Execution. 


Par. But, ſuppoſing I have wrong d 
a Man (as, tor Inflance, my Maſter, 


when I was his Servant, and truſted 
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by him) by defrauding him. of Goods, 


or Money, or any thing valuable, and 
am now convinced of my Fault in 
doing ſo, and would make him Reſti- 
tution if I could, but find I am not 
able; Am I obliged to confeſs my 
Fault to him, betore I come to the 
| Sacrament 2 Does Repentance cer- 
tainly include Conſeſſion to the Party 
iInjur d? The Caſe, I doubt, is com- 
mon ; but I know it was my own 
_ Cafe, certainly: And what would you 
adviſe in it ? : 


Min. If your Confeſſion would do 
your Maſter, or any one elſe, any 
Service, I would not only adviſe it, 
but join it to you. As, for Exam- 
ple, if your Confeſſion would ſhew 
your Maſter ſome particular Caſes, 
where his Servants or others whom 
he truſts, may over-reach or defraud 
him, of which he is not aware, and 


Underſtands not, there, you ſee, your 
Confeſſion would be of uſe to him, 
and preſerve him from others no, 
e " 1 
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and there, I would adviſe you, to give 


him information, that he may be 
more ſecure for the future. But this 
may be done underhand, and in ge- 
nerals, without diſcovering your ſelf, 
and your particular Frauds ; becauſe, 
as the Caſe may happen, ſuch diſco- 
very may do him no Service, and 
your felt much Miſchief ; and where 
no good can come to the Party in- 


jurd, by a Confeſſion, there I can ſee 


no need of it. 

Par. May I alſo make Reſtitution, 
when I am able, without diſcovering 
my Name, to the Party injured ? 


Min. You may, where the Injury 


done is fully ſatisfied by Reſtitution. 


As for Example -- You have wrong d 
ſuch a one of Fifty Crowns, or to the 
Value of that Sum ; the Injury here, 
is the loſs of ſo much Money ; when 
therefore this Loſs is made up, the In- 
jury is removed; what good would 
it do, to let the Party know, who 
| „ it 
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it was that wronged him ? it might 

do you ſome Miſchief, but I think it 
could do him no Service. If he ſuſ- 
pected and impleaded you at Law, 
and you were caſt, you would be ob- 
liged to pay the Coſts, and allo to 
confeſs your Fault, becauſe you wou'd, 
here, clear your Adverſary of falſe 
Accuſation, and juſtify the Sentence 
of your Judges, which is a great good 
to the Commonwealth. 


Par. I ce the Reaſon of what you 
ſay. But what was the other Caſe, 
where I ſhou'd be obliged to confeſs 
my ſecret Fraud, tho I could not, 
at that time, make Reſtitution ? 


Min. If your Maſter did either pub- 
lickly accuſe, or very ſtrongly ſuſ- 
pet another Perſon, of doing him 
that Wrong, which you indeed did 
him; here you would be oblig'd to 
clear that innocent perſon, and free 
him from the Trouble and Injury of 
being falſely accus'd, or ill thought 
1 7 ES 5 Oi; 
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of; and alſo your Maſter would be 
freed from doing Injury, by falſely 
accuſing, or unjuſtly ſuſpecting an in- 
nocent Perſon, Here you perceive, 
you would do juſtice and a great deal 
of good, by your Diſcovery and Con- 
feſlion. But, in Caſes, where no Good 
would come, but Miſchief, by Con- 
feſſion of your Fault to the Injured 
Party, there, | imagine, you may 
reſt ſatisfied with Confeſſion to God, 


and a Purpoſe of Reſtitution, when 
you are able. 


Par. I thought Confeſſion had been 
always neceſſary; but I perceive, that 
Where it would anſwer no good end, 
there it may be better ſpared, and 
Without Sin. And therefore, let me 
/ put the Caſe, that I had polluted my 
Neighbour's Bed, and thereby inju- 
red three Parties moſt notoriouſly ; 

Him, His Wife, and Myown. I muſt 


not, by this Rule, confeſs my Offence 
0 them. 


Ain. 
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Min. Conſider how much Miſchief 
ſuch a Confeſſion might do, to your 
Neighbour, and to your own Wife, 
and how little Good ; and then you 
will ſee the Reaſon of the Rule. You 
would break the Peace and Happineſs 
of two Families during their whole 
Lives, and, it may be, occaſion a 
world of Miſchief, from the Rage of 
Jealouſy, and the Senſe of ſuch great 
Injuries. But miſtake me not quite, 
I diſcharge you from confeſſing this 
Sin either to the Abuſed Husband, 
or to your own Abuſed Wife; but 
I ſhould lay it ſtrictly on you, to con- 
feſs your Sin to your wicked Partner, 
and let her know (but with all Se- 
creſy) how much you are concern'd 
at your Tranſgreſſion, and how fin- 
cerely you repent of it ; and how you 
wiſh that ſhe would do ſo too. This 
Confeſſion I would never excuſe you 
from, becauſe it would be the like- 
lieſt Method to reclaim your ſinful 
Partner, and undo the Miſchief you 
8 have 
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have done ; and truly, I cannot ſee 
how you could repent in earneſt of 
this Sin, without endeavouring to a- 
mend thoſe whom you had been fo in- 
ſtrumental in corrupting and undoing, 
And yet, I would excuſe you, even 
from this, if there were manifeſt dan- 
ger of the Abuſed Husband's diſco- 
vering the Falſhood of his Wiſe, by 4 
your Confeſſion. You fee, I make 
the good effects of Confeſſion, to be | 
the Reaſon of making it; and there- | 
fore where a greater Miſchief would 2 
E enſue from it, I cannot think [ 
it neceſſary. But it muſt then be 
made to God, with greater Sorrow 
and Concern, if it be poſſible. 


Par. But what if I ſhould have 3 
ſinn'd with common Proſtitutes, and A 
ſuch as make a Trade of it, and who 

2 cannot be preſumed. ignorant of their 

IS Sin 2 SD 


Min. The Caſe is ſomewhat other- 
wiſe there ; and you muſt judge what 
like⸗ 
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44 The 
likelyhood there is of your Advice's 
ſucceeding with ſuch People; for 
where you think they know their 
way is ſinful, and Counſel would 
have no effect, there I believe you 
are under no Obligation, to give them 
Warning. 1 


Par. The Summ therefore of what 
you fay, is, I think, this — That 
OConfeſſion and Reſtitution, ' are the 
two external Tokens of Repentance--- 
and that the Rule and Meaſure of 
Conteſſion (to the Parties injured) is 
the Benefit and Good that would come 
by it. And the Rule and Meaſure of 
Reſtitution, is, a Man's Ability of 
making 1. S$othar, where Miſchief, 
aud no Good, would come by Con- 
tellion, there I may repent without 
Contetſion, except to God. And 
where | ain able to make no Reſtitu- 
tion, there I may_ repent fincerely 4 
without it; and ſo may come to the | 
Holy Sacrament, tho I have done 
much Wrong and Injury. I wiſh I 
2 N could 
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could ſupply theſe great Defects, with 
a proportionable Share of Sorrow for 
my Sins ; can you tell what is pro- 
per to excite and raiſe it in me ? for 
methinks I am too cold and uncon- 
cern'd in this matter. 2 

Min. Endeavour to poſſeſs your 
Mind, with a true ſenſe of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of Sin, by conſidering, that 
God who gave you Lite and Being, 
and made you to be happy, is ſo diſ- 
pleaſed with Sin, that he reſolves, for 
its ſake, not only to deprive you of 


the Happineſs he intended for you, _ 


but to make you miſerable beyond 
Expreſſion, and that, for ever, in the 
World to come. Think with your 
ſelf who Chriſt the Lord was, and 
what he has done and. ſuſſered to re- 
deem you from the Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment of Sin; and you will have 

another kind of Notion and Opinion 
of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, than you 
can have, ſrom either its natural Tur. 
pitude, or from the Miſchief it does 
in 
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in the World, tho' both thoſe things 
are conſiderable. The whole Oeco- 
nomy of Chriſtianity were a very 
ſtrange thing, unleſs Sin be the moſt 
heinous and abominable thing, that 
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can be, before God. And therefore 


when you would work in your ſelf, 
a true ſenſe of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, 
you muſt conſider, what is threatned 
to it, and what was done by Chriſt 


(the Eternal Son of God) to ſave you 


from it. 


Par. But this kind of Sorrow, looks 


(methinks) rather like Sorrow for 
the Effects of God's Diſpleaſure, which 


are Loſs and Puniſhment ; than Sor- 


row for the Occaſion of that Diſplea- 


ſure, Which is Sin. 1 own, Sir, I am 


very forry for my Sins, when I con- 
ſider what a Loſer I am like to be by 


them, and how much I muſt ſuffer 


for them; but this is being ſorry whol- 
ly for my own fake. 


Min. 
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Min. Be content, Sir, to do what 
you can, and as well as you can. It 
would take up a world of time, to 
perſwade you to be exceeding forrow- 
ful for your Sins, if your Sins would 
do you no Miſchief, and procure you 
no Puniſhment. 


Par. I think ſo too: But yet I have 
I know not what kind of Concern a- 
bout me, that my Sorrow for Sin 
ſhould proceed from no nobler and 
better Principle than the Fear of Pu- 
niſhment. And you muſt know, 
much better than I, how all forts of 
Writers and Diſcourlers decry the Re- 


pentance that proceeds from Fear of 
Puniſhment. 


Min. Never think of ſetting up for 
a Man of Honour in Religion; truſt 
to the Principles that God hath im- 
planted in you, which are, Zope and 
Deſire of Good, and Fear and Bate 
| of Evil: And truſt to the Rules that 


A God 
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God hath ſet you in his holy Word, to 
guide and direct your ſelf by. If God 
exhort you to ſuch and ſuch things, 
and promiſe you to reward your per- 
formance of them, with ſuch and ſuch 
Bleſſings; think with your ſelf, whe- 
ther you may not ſet about thoſe 
Actions, in view of thoſe Rewards, 
and for the ſake of thoſe Bleſſings. It 
God prohibit you ſuch and ſuch things, 
and tell you, if you venture on them, 
he will puniſh you in this and that 
manner, think with your ſelf, whe- 
ther- you may not abſtain from thoſe 
things, for fear of being ſo puniſhed. 
Theſe are plain things, let them ne- 
ver flip out of your Mind. Norlet 
the Reverence of any Man (tho it 
were St. Auſtin himfelt ) cauſe you to 
forget, that the Scriptures are made 
up of Promiſes, and Threats, both 
which would ſignify nothing, if Men 
might not be moved by them, both 
to periorm their Duty, and obtain 
their Recompence, and to avoid both 


5 Guilt and Puniſhment. Now the ſame 
1 Pro- 
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Promiſes being made to Repentance, 
which are made to Innocence and Obe- 
dience, and the ſame Threatnings de- 
nounced to Impenitence, which are _ 

nounced to Sin and Wrckedneſs ; tis 
evident, that Men may repent and 
turn to God upon the ſame Principles, 
by which they might have continued 
innocent and obedient, viz. the Pro- 
miles of Bleſſings, and the Threats 
of Miſchief, Pain, and Miſery, the 
one to excite their Hope, the other to 
awaken their Fear, and both to ſecure 
their Obedience. But if you can re- 
pent upon any better, or (as you 
call them) nobler Principles, you may. 
am only trying to ſhew you, that 
the Repentance proceeding trom Fear 
.of Puniſhment, is ſafe, and will be ac- 
ceptable with God, as being both na- 
tural and reaſonable. I would have 
you only diſtruſt that Fear, that drives 
Men from their Duty, not that which 
3 them to it. 


* . Par. 
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Par. J can, and do conſider Sin, 
as a thing offenſive before God, un- 
worthy of my ſelf, againſt my Rea- 
ſon and better Knowledge, and againſt 
Expreſs Command; and upon theſe 
Accounts | am ſomewhat troubled for 
having committed it; but this Sor- 
row, I confeſs, does not riſe ſo high, 
as the Conſideration of the Danger 
it expoſes me to, carries it ; and there- 
fore I am very glad to hear it is ſo 
juſtifiable and ſafe; and indeed my 
Reaſon cannot diſprove any thing you 
have ſaid in its excuſe ; I will try 
henceforwards not to be diſcouraged 
by any ones Authority, affirming the 
contrary, if it be againſt Reaſon, and 
without Scripture ; and.in the mean 
time, by the Grace of God, will try 
to fortify my Reſolutions of Obedi- 
ence and Repentance, with the beſt 
Conſiderations I can, beſides the Fear 
of Puniſhment. This Sorrow there- 
fore for having offended God, and 
Reſtitution, where Il am able to make 

it, 
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ir and the purpoſe of making Amends 
when Jam able, will, J hope, include 


the whole of Repentance of my Sins 


paſt. The next thing requir d of me, 
is, you ſay, ſtedfaſtly to purpoſe to lead 


a new life; and that refers to the time 


to come. The meaning of this, is, 
I imagine, that I reſolve in great 
earneſt, to amend in all particulars, 


wherein have found my ſelf, upon 


Examination, faulty. If 1 have ſtol- 
len, I will ſteal no more; if I have 
been guilty of Lying, Slandering , 


_ Swearing, Blaſpheming, Drunkenneſs, 


Intemperance, and Impurity, I will 


henceforward ſtudy to ſpeak the 
Truth, and to avoid thoſe Sins, and 


all occafions of talling into them, and 


be continually upon my Guard, a- 
gainſt all the natural and uſual Tem- 


ptations to them. But what, if when 
J have made theſe Reſolutions of fal- 


ling no more into theſe Sins, I ſhonld 


be fo wicked as to break them: What 


muſt I do then? I have reaſon enough 
(God knows) to apprehend with fear, 


K 2 that 
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that this (which is ſo common) may 
| be my Caſe; and with what heart, 
| can one who has often reſolved againſt 
1 his Sins, and often broken them deli- 
berately, reſolve again to keep them? 


| Min. Aſſure your ſelf, that you have 
nothing elſe to do, in ſuch a Caſe, 
but to reſolve again, to keep thoſe 
Reſolutions you have often broken. 
The breach of good- Reſolutions, 1s 
certainly as: 2 nable as other Sins, 
and if repented of, will certainly be 
pardoned; and therefore let not your 
frequent failing, diſcourage yau from 
attempting again, and again, till you 
have gain'd your Point. Remember 
there is nothing elſe to do; tis ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary you ſhould reſolve, 
until your Reſolutions take effect. 10 


Par. The third thing 1 9 a to 
the coming worthily to the Sacra - 
ment, is 10 have a lively Faith in 
God's Mercies through. Chriſt. What 
may the nn... that be ? nl? 
Min. To 
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Min. To believe in great earneſt, 
that God was ſo exceedingly gracious 
and- merciful to Mankind, that he 
gave his only Son to die for the Re- 
demption of them, and to purchaſe 


7 the Pardon of all the Sins, of which 


they ſhall truly repent, and leave. - 


Par. Is it then abſolutely neceſſary, 
that I, and every one who comes to 
the Sacrament, ſhould certainly be- 
lieve, our Sins are forgiven upon Re- 
pentance. * wat Buy hos ek. 


Min. Not only at the Sacrament, 
but at any other time, whoever truly 
repents of his Sins, ſhall certainly, 
for Chriſt's fake, be forgiven. The 


. Promiſe of Forgiveneſs of Sins is made 


by God, in Jeſus Chriſt, to Repen- 
tance ; if therefore you believe you 
have truly repented, you cannot poſ- 


P ſibly diſtruſt the Performance of Co- 


venants on God's part. But it is poſ- 


ſible you may diſtruſt the Performance 


A of 


| 
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of your own part, and the. Truth 


and Sincerity of your Repentance: ; 
and then, you cannot but diſtruſt the 
Forgiveneſs of your Sins on God's 
part. And that is not want of Faith, 
nor any Fault, for God only promiſes 
Forgiveneſs to Repentance. As far 
therefore as you diſtruſt the Sincerity 


of your Repentance, ſo far you will 


diſtruſt your Forgiveneſs; but you 
ſee that ſnch a Diſtruſt charges God 
with neither want of Truth, nor want 
of Mercy or Goodneſs, and there- 


fore is no way faulty with reſpect to 


Him. I 


P ar, But may i come ito the Sa- 


crament with a Diſtruſt of the trutn 


of my Repentance, ſince in the Firſt 
Exhortation I find theſe Words It 
is requiſite, that no Man ſhould come 


to the Holy Communian, but with a full 
truſt in God's Mercy, and with a quiet 


Conſcience : Now, though I have no 
manner of Diſtruſt of God's Mercy 


in general, yet if! cannot apply it to 
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my ſelf in particular, how ſhould 1 
have a Quiet Conſcience? And I can 
never apply God's Mercy to my ſelf, 
by Faith, whilſt I diſtruſt the Truth 
and Sincerity of my own Repen- 


7 ' 


Min, A Quiet Conſcience does, in- 


deed, entirely depend upon the Opi- 


nion a Man has of his Repentance 
being ſincere, and accepted of God : 
But becauſe a Man may miſtake his 
Caſe, a Quiet Conſcience is not always 


3 ſecure ſtate, with reſpect to God: 
For, if a Man believe he has repent- 


ed truly, and yet has not, he is never 
the nearer Pardon for thinking him- 


5 Y ſelf pardoned ; and if he be fearful 


* X 
4 
A 89 * 
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hae has not repented as he ought, he 

may yet have done fo, notwithſtand- 
ig his Fear, and conſequently be par- 

daoned of God, altho he think he is 


pt. pardoned. So that tis plain, 


a Man may have a Quiet Conſcience, 
when he is really in great danger; 
and a Troubled Conſcience, when he is 
A E 4 indeed 
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| indeed forgiven, and ſecure of God's 
Favour : And you can never believe 
that God will judge Men finally, by 
their preſent Afſurance, . or Deſpon- 
| dency, but by the Truth and the 
| — of their Repentance. The 
Church does not therefore underſtand 
by a Quiet Conſcience, a full Aſſurance 
in every one, that his Repentance j 1s 
ſo perfect and ſufficient, that it muſt 
certainly be accepted of God; but 
ſuch a truſt in God's Mercy, as that if 
a Man be duly qualified, he. ſhall be 
certainly accepted of him, and for- 
given. Some Men's Sins may be of 
15 h a Nature; as that they ſhall be 
ſorely. perplext to underſtand what 


ſort of Repentance is neceſſary to the 


obtaining Forgiveneſs; and, to this 
end, they are call'd upon to adviſe 
with their Spiritual Guides, who are 
preſumed, to be able to inſtruct them, 
and ſet them right. Others ares 
overwhelmed wich the Senſe of their 
Sins, that they think they are too 
Kh ar for God's Pardon; and theſę 

Pope 
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People are alſo adviſed to come to 
their Paſtors, that they may learn the 
true extent- of God's Mercies in Je- 
ſus Chrift, and what it is, will qua- 
lify them for Forgiveneſs of their Sins. 
This is the Quiet Conſcience that the 
Church requires of her Communi- 
cants, a Conſcience well inform'd of 
the Nature of God's Promiſes and 
Threats, and of 'the Nature of Re- 


pentance, and of its own State and 
Condition. 


Par. If underſtand: you right, you 


ſay, that the Quiet of a Mans Con- 85 
ſcience depends upon his Opinion and 


perſuaſion; but his Safety and Securi- 
ty upon his Practice God accepts 


; him, not according to what he believes 


of himſelf, but according to what he 


does, and truly is. If, therefore, up- 
on a ſerious Examination of my Life 
paſt, 1 find I am in earneſt very 
much concern d for having offended 


God, and ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to do ſo 


L oy, _ * the aſliſtance 1 
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his Grace, reſolve to lead a new and 
better Life for the time to come, and 
firmly believe that if I do ſo, God 
will, for Chriſt's ſake, accept of my 
Repentance, and enable me more and 
more to walk carefully before him. 
If I do thus, I may, you fay, come 
to the Sacrament, altho I may be 
ſtill afraid of the Deceitfulneſs of my 
_ own Heart, and of the Truth and 
Sincerity of my Repentance, having 
often broken my good Reſolutions 
before, and fallen again into my old 
Sins: This fear and doubting of my 
ſelf will not prejudice me at all. The 
thing that follows is, to bear a thank- 
ful Remembrance of Chriſl's Death 
That is, I ſuppoſe, that when I com- 
memorate the Death and Sufferings 
of Chriit, in the Sacrament, I muſt 
lift up my Heart to God, and thank 


him for giving his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
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to die for me; I ſee a great deal of 
Reaſon for ſo doing, for if he had 
not died, ] muſt have periſhed ; I can 


never therefore remember his Death, 
8 with- 
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* without remembring the Dainadines 
I obtain by it, and as I value that, ſo 
1 certainly be thanlcful. [+ 


4 _ Min. You fay right : n 
4 I'y what means you have eſcaped: 
Death, and ſhall obtain Life and Hap- 
— everlaſting, and that will raiſe 
2 your Gratitude to God, who hath. 
done ſo great things for you. The 
$ Church lays mighty ſtreſs upon this. 
2 Thankful Heart, as there is great 
Yuen, and it will be to your uſe 
to obſerye m In the Firſt Exhorta- 
tion She ſays, it is our Daty toren 
Y by moſt humble and hearty Thanks to 
: 4 Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, 
1 3 or that he bath given his Sou our Sa- 

* viour Jeſus Chriſt, not only to die for 
aus, but alſo to be our Spiritual H 
1 aud Suſtenauee in that Holy Sackg- 


t 4 ment. And in the Third Exhortation. 


Above all things, you muſt give mot 
humble and hearty. thanks to God the 
= Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
ah, | - the Redemption of the World by 


the 


after, We deſire of God that be would 4 
merciſully accept our Sacrifice of Praiſe * 


_ would come to it, without thoſe Fears 
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the Death and Paſfion of our. Saviour 7 
Chriſt, both God and Man. And at © 
the end of the ſame— To him there- 
fore, with the Father, and the Holy 


: Ghoſt, let us give (as we are moſt boun- 


den) continual Thanks. And in the 
Service— the Prieſt exhorts, Let us 
gfe Thanks unto our Lord God, and the 

People anſwer It is meet and right 
fo to do— So when the Bread is de- 
livered — Take. and eat this, in Re- 
membrance that Chriſt died for thee, 
and feed on him, in' thy Heart, by 
Faith, with Thankſgzving, And when 
the Cup- — Drink this in Remembrance 
that Chriſt's Blood was ſhed" for thee, 
and be thankful. And in the Prayers 


and Thankſgiving, and heartily” thank 1 1 
him for that be does vouchſafe to feed 


| #5, Kc. From all which Paſſages;you 


will eaſily conclude, the Lords Sup- E 
per, to be a Feaſt of Joy and Gratitude. "8 
And therefore I ſhould be glad zl 4 


and 
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ur | and dreadful Apprehenſions, "that ap- 
pear ſo viſibly in the Countenance 
and Behaviour of many good de- 
vout People, who, I dare ſay, have 
no true Cauſe for ſuch a Concern. | 


Par. l ſuppoſe it ofgcoetds! from 
2 then Humility, and a deep ſenſe of 
their Unworthineſs, and 1 hope there 
— is no Harm or Danger in it; tis as 

like to be my Caſe, as any body 8 
2 cl le. 


4 ale dis, none at all: 1 40 not 
4 blame i its by any means: But if you 
will be adviſed by me, you ſhall en- 
deavour to avoid it; for Fears di- 
[ | a the Attention, and the Mind 
is bewildred by them, and conſiders 
not the Work it is about, ſo well as 
Vit deſires to do. Think, that tho“ 
you are a grievous Sinner, yet God is 
Tiasately merciful; think, that he 
le. gave ble only Begotten Son, that 

o Whoſoever believeth on him, ſhould 
Ars 2 Pot-periſh, but be ſaved : And you 

nd are 
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are now commemorating that Dearh | 
that has made Attonement for the 
Sins of the whole World. Theſe © 
Conſiderations may diſpel all your . f 
Fears; but if they do not, there is 


it 
no harm in them: ; twill be your Miſ- t. 
fortune to want thoſe Comforts chat 4 P 
{ 

* 


you might well have; but there is 4 a 
neither Fault nor Danger in wanting 
them: The Heart is as ſecure, but 
not as eaſy, under Fear, as under Joy 3 
and good Aſſurance. Repent but tru- 
ly of your Sins, and leave them, and 
the Work is done - the reſt is to be by. 
left to God, in whoſe good hands "2 
you never will 5 how fearful 
ſoever you ney de of 2 Cond- 


tion. e hy 24 1 
if 


* Par. Cod be + chandes; er our 
Safety depends not on our Hopes or 
Fears, but upon his Infinite Good- 
neſs, accepting what he himſelf ena- 
dles us to do, Let us come, if you 
pleaſe, to the Laſt Thing requiſite, and 
that i * 10 "IRE in Charity wiib al 

Men, 
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th | ** What if my Friend prove falſe, 
he 1 | injurious, and endeavour to undo me: 
eſe Muſt I ſtill truſt him, love him, and 
ur 2 favour him, as I uſed to do > What 

18 4 if he ſeek to take away my Eſtate, 
lil. to hurt my Reputation, or allault my 
nat | Perſon? Muſt hendure this patiently, 

7 and ſeek no Remedy, but treat him 

ſtill in the F neadly manner I was 
wont? 17 - 2 | 


ä 
* « 


is Min. No, nothing of all this: 
= Chriſtanity-obliges you, to hate no 

Man; to do no Man any Injury; to 
al ſeek no Revenge; nor to take any; 
rful tho it might be done with Secreſy 
il. and Safety: Nay, it obliges you to 
x; | pray to God for the Forgiveneſs of 


ſuch as may have injured you in the 
higheſt meaſure, and obliges you to 

* deny them nothing that is due in Ju- 
ttiee, in = em fog and Mercy. Their 
Enmity and Ill Uſage will never en- 
cuſe you from doing them any ſort 
of good turns that are due to them, 
1 LING, or Chriſtians. But this will 
EW not 
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not hinder you from defending your 
ſelf from any Injury or Violence, 
from recovering what is' your” own; 
nor from bringing upon them hat- 
ever Miſchief the Laws will inflict 
upon Tranſgreſſors. Chriſtianity will 
not hinder you from breaking off 
Friendſhip with one who has ſhew'd 
himſelf unworthy of it; much leſs 
will it require you to continue him in 
that Confidence and Truſt, he has 
heretofore been in, but forfeited by 
Falſhood and ill Uſage. In a word, 
you muſt not hate, but you may diſ- 
like, any one that injures your Repu- 
tation, Fortune, or your Perſon. You 
may ceaſe your Friendſhip, but not 
your Readineſs to do all good Offi- 
ces : If you have injured any one, you 
mult be reconciled and make Amends; 
and if any one has injured you, you 
muſt pray to God to forgive them, 
and fo forgive them, your ſelf, as to 
return them no Evil for Evil, nor 
take any Advantage againſt them ti 
their prejudice. And if g 
8 ia " ſary 
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ſary be unreaſonable, and will not be 
reconciled to yon, tis enough that 
you deſire it, and ſhew-your ſelf di- 
poſed to it. It would be difficult and 
endleſs to tell you, what you ſhould 
do in as many Caſes as may cattly 
happen; if you find your ſelf at a 
ſtand, you had beſt communicate your 
Caſe to ſome prudent and good Spi- 
ritual Guide, Who will eaſily tell you 
hat is to be done in the matter. Re · 
member only, that to be on the for- 
giving ſide, is Wiſdom, and Pleaſure, 
and Superiority, it is to do W 
* co be a good Chriſtian, 9 v3 


2 * And this, you lays val j have 


+ 


* 15 Pig 5 Catechiſe Ta 
Go ; — the Firſt Exhortation before 
the Communion ſays ſo. And ſo does 
the Third, which is always read —- 
Jude therefore your ſelves, Brethren, 
that ye be not judged of the Lord — fe - 
pent Jou truly for Jour Sins paſt— have 
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a lively and (tedfaſt Faith in Chriſt 
your Sauiour Amend your Lives — 
and be in perfett Charity with; all 
Men — ſo ſhall you be meet Partakers 
| of thoſe Holy Myſteries. And when 
this Exhortatory Prayer is done 
the Church begins again — Ie that 
do truly and earneſtly repent you of 
your Sins— and are in Love and Cha- 
rity with your Neighbours — and in- 
tend to lead a new life, following the 
Commandments of God, and walking from 
 benceforth' in his holy ways — Draw 
near with Faith, and take this holy Sa- 
crament to jour Comfort. And I pray, 
oblerve that here is nothing New re- 
quir d of you, but what you were 
before obliged to, by virtue of your 
Baptiſmal Covenant: And whether 
you receive the Sacrament or no, you 
muſt repent, amend, truſt in Gods 
Mercies, and live in love and Chari- 
ty with all Men, you muſt do them 
always, and you are call'd upon ꝭſpe- 
cCially to do them 0 w-. | 
* e n ene 
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Par. You will now give me leave 


to ask you a few Queſtions, in the 
general, and I ſhall make an end of 


this Trouble. How much time muſt 
1 rake, to come to the Sacrament, 


prepared, as you have been deſcrib- 
ing? | N 


Ain. No certain time can be aſ- 


| ſign'd for that; and I would not 


have you ſcrupulous about it: Since 


this is the firſt time, you ſhall do well 


to examine your Conſcience through- 
ly, and look carefully back into your 
life paſt, aud fee wherein you have 


been faulty, or negleQtul ; . conſider 


eſpecially the Sins of your Inclina- 
tion, and thoſe to which your par- 
ticular Calling, and way of living, 


| expoſe you moſt ; conlider well the 


Temptations that draw you to them; 


that you may reſolve with good al- 


ſurance againſt them, for the time 
to come, as well as truly repent of 
what is paſt, Do this very well at 
AS F 2 firſt x 
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firſt ; nd then, a Sober, Virtuows, 


and Religious Life, will keep you 


conſtantly prepar'd, and fit to come 
to the Lord's Table. You may take 
as much time as you pleaſe to pre- 
pare your ſelf, A by Read- 
ing, Prayer, and Meditation, but 1 


dare not ſay, that this or that portion 
of time, is ſo neceſſary to it, as that 
you ſhall offend, if you ſpend it not 
in thoſe good Exereiſes. The Church 
has made no ſuch Rules, but ſuppoſes 
that if you live like a good Chri- 


tian, a little time will fit you for 
the Sacrament. And truly, as you 


are a Man of Buſineſs, do you but 


ſay your Prayers conſtantly, live vir- 
tuouſly, and exerciſe your Calling ho- 
neſtly and confcientiouſly, and I do not 


ſee but you may be in your Shop on 


Saturday, and be a good Communi- 
cant on Sunday Morning. To be 
heartily humbled before God for — 


Sins paſt, is an Att of the Mind. 


reſolve ſtedſaſtly to live better for 


= time to come, is aa Att f the 
Mind. 
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Mind. To believe that Chriſt died 
tor our Sins, and to be zhankſul to 
God, ſor that infinite Mercy, are Ads 
of the Mind. And ſo it is, to forgive 
all that have injured us. All thefe 
preparatory things are Ads of the 


Mind, and quickly performed. And 


therefore take but care to live well, 
and you ſhall always be duly prepa- 
red to come to the Communion. And 
when you conlider how frequently 
the Primitive Chriſtians went to the 
Sacrament, and yet were Lawyers, 
Tradeſmen, Merchants, and followed 
other Employments, you will con- 
clude that an innocent and virtuous 
lite muſt fit one for the Sacrament, 
without a Week's, a longer, or a 
ſhorter, Sequeſtration from Compa- 
ny, or. Buſineſs. I do not ſay this, 
to blame any one who takes theſe 


courſes before the Sacrament, for 


ſometimes it is neceſſary, and ſome- 
times good and fitting; but that you 
mould not think your ſelf always ob- 
lig d to take the ſame courſe; or abſtain 
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| from the Sacrament, becauſe you have 


not had that time to ſpend in holy 
Exerciſes, ITis a Misfortune, that 
one can give no Rules that will fit 
all Chriſtians; and that the beſt Rules 
will hurt ſome or other, if cloſely 


followed. Diſcretion is the beſt Di. 


rector i in the World. 


par. Would you have me come to 


the Sacrament Faſting, or may I do 
otherwiſe 2 


Min. if you conſider the Inſtituti- 
on, nothing of that kind is neceſſa- 
ry, for it was inſtituted after Supper. 
Nor has the Church of England made 
any Rule about it. Where therefore 
neither the Laws of God, nor thoſe 
of our Supcriors, have obliged us, 
we muſt uſe our Prudence, and do 


what we. find beſt. If you find that 


Faſting makes you more devout and 


ſerious, and gives you a better Frame 


of Mind, you will certainly chooſe 


to 90 to the Sacrament Faſting. Or 


if 
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if it be indifferent, and you are much 


the ſame whether you faſt, or not, 
and find it makes no Change at all 


in you, then you will chooſe to faſt 
in Decency, and with regard to An- 
cient Practice. But if you have, by 
Cuſtom, contracted ſuch a habit of 
cating or drinking, ſome light mat- 
ter, every Morning, that you ſhould 
be uneaſy, or diſordered without it, 
then you will chooſe to do as you 
usd to do, becauſe the Purpoſes of 

Faſting (which are to raiſe the Mind 
to God, and put it into a better Frame) 

are better anſwered by moderate Re- 
freſhment, - than by wholly abſtain. 
ing: | do not ſuppole. that any one 
makes a full Meal in a Morning, that 
is not going to ſtrong Labour, much 
leſs upon Sunday. And I rake the 
Meaning of your Queſtion to be, 
whether. you may cat or drink ne- 
ver ſo little, on the Morning you 
come to the Sacrament: And to that 

Lay, that neither God, nor the 

Church has appointed the contrary : 
E F 4 But 
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But yet I would adviſe it, where the 
Inconveaiency of doing it, is none; 


but not adviſe it, if — be any In- 


convenience in abſtaining. Only re- 
member, that whether you abſtain or 


not, you do it without ſcruple your 


jelt, and without cenſuring what ano- 
ther Perſon does, tho contrary to 
what you, do. Do in this, and all 
other indifferent , Caſes, what you be- 
licve will tend moſt to your Spiritual 
Ediſication, your ſelf, without regard 
to what other People do. 


Par. Will you give me any partie 
cular Directions how to behave my 


ſelf during the Solemnit : 


© Min, When the. Offertory boning 


open your Common Prayer Book, and 


with your Eye (not Voice) read along 


with the Miniſter, and make what 


ort Application you can to your 


lelt, of uhat is read; there, you will 
find you are reminded of being Cha- 
ritable, in general, to all that ſland in 


need; 
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need; and, in particular, of being 
juſt to thoſe who are your Spiritua 
Guides; and giving them at leaſt 


what the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Place have Allotted them. And if you 


find you have been wanting either in 


this Charity or Juſtice, you will re- 
ſolve to make up thoſe Defects, for 
the time to come; for, aſſure your 


ſelf, you will be highly unjuſt, if you 


detain from them, what is their due, 
both in Law and Conſcience, as much 
as any Debt is due to your ſelf, When 
theſe Sentences are over, then follows 


the Prayer for the whole Eftate of 
_ Obriſt's Charch, with which you muſt 


be ſure to join, in Heart and Spirit ; 
and never pretend to ule any other 
Prayers or ' Meditations, of your own, 


or out of am other Book, whilſt the 


Miniſter is praying the Prayers of 
the Church, for theſe are the beſt and 
propereſt for the preſent purpoſe, and 
you mult join with the Congregation 


in their Attention, and ſay the Amen 


with tliem, that you may reap 3 
56 Ad- 


7 74 \ Tie Reafanable Communicant. © 


Advantage of that common Ferven- 


cy, with which thoſe Prayers fly up 
to. God ; when this Prayer is done, 


then follows the Exbortation, (which 


J have ſtill called the Third. Exbor- 


tation) to which you muſt moſt ſe- 


rioully attend, for it is full of excel- 
lent Information and Inſtruction; it 


ſheus you the great Benefits of coming 


worthily (i. e. with a true penitent 
heart, and lively Faith) unto this ho- 
ly Sacrament : And the great danger 
of coming unvorthily, i. e. without 
repenting of your Sins, and without 


truſting in God's Mercies through 


Chriſt. And pray, remember, that 
there is no other Senſe of the Words, 
worthily and unworthilj, than coming 
with, or without Faith in Chriſt, and 
ſincere Repentance of Sin: And that 
whoever comes worthily, that i 18, re- 
penting truly of his Js and be- 
ſieving that God, for Chriſt's lake, 
will certainly forgive all ſuch, as re- 
pent and leave their Sins — whoever 
comes s thus, comes worthily, and who- 


ever 
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ever comes worthily, receives the Be- 


vefits of Chriſt's Body and Blood, and 
dwells in Chriſt, and Chriſt in him, and 
is one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with 
him, whatever thoſe Phraſes ſignify, 


and whether you underſtand them 


throughly or no. And, to your 
Comfort, moreover, whoever comes 
worthily, eſcapes all thoſe Dangers 
and Miſchiefs, whatſoever they be, 
that are expreſſed by— being guilty 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt our 
Saviour — eating and drinking our 
own Damnation— not confidering the 
Lord's Body — kindling God's Wrath 


' againſt us — and provoking him to 


plague us, with diverſe Diſeaſes, and 


ſundry kinds of Death. Theſe are hard 
things, all of them, and ſome of 


them hard to be underſtood; but, 


whatever they ſignify, howeve grie- 


vous and hazardous they are, to the 


Souls and Bodies of Men -- they are 


all avoided and eſcaped, by coming 


 worthily, i. e. by Faith in Chriſt's Me- 


rits, and repenting of our Sins. And 
there- 


the 
ſuch gnorance, that one would won- 
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therefore, if there were a thouſand 


more ſuch terrible - Expreſſions, (as 1 
could with there were fewer than 
there are) let them not frighten you, 
or give you any Trouble. Repent 


and Zelieve, and all is well. When. 


this and the next Exhortation are end- 
ed, you come to the Confeſſion of Sins, 
in which you mult join with the Mi- 
niſter, both in — and Voice, for 
you are much concern'd in it; but 
when the AZ/olution (which is next 
to it) begins, then hold your Peace, 
and attend. to the Miniſter with all 
your Heart; the Cuſtom is, in ſome 
places, for the People to ſay a ſoſt 
. Amezs, at the end of every Sentence, 
and there is nothing indecent in that 
Practice. But for any one to repeat 
the . word for word, with 

iniſter, is ſo abſurd, and ſhews 


der any one 'hou'd fall into that Pra- 
tice : Abſolution is the Work of God's 


Miniſter, and belongs to him alone, 
in God's Name. The Peoples part 
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is to be /ilext, and attend, and to ſay 
nothing but a moſt earneſt Amen to 
that excellent Prayer. And, pray 
believe me, once for all, that nothing 
fixes the Attention, like Silence; an 

let me warn you to obſerve, in all 
your Publick Frayers, that you join 


with the Miniſter where you are bid, 


and at all other times, be flent; at- 
tend and make it your own, by (ay 
ing a hearty Amen. The obſerving 


Order and Deceney in Prayers, tends 


much to Ediſication; whereas the 
contrary. begets Diſtraction, and di- 
ſturbs both your ſelf, and your Neigh- 
bours; it offends devout and under- 
ſtanding People mightily, to hear 
Men and Women lay their Prayers 
abſurdly and indecently, holding their 


Tongues where they ſhould ſpeak and 


join, and joining with the Miniſter 
aloud, where they ſhould only harken 


and ſay Amen; but what can be more 


improper, than to hear them promiſ- 
cuouſly abſolve themſelves aud one 
another, and taking the Prieſtly Of- 

N ſice 
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fice on them, in a part of it, which 
is one of the moſt diſtinguiſhing he 
has > When the Alſolution is over, 
attend moſt diligently to the Senten- 
ces of Scripture which the Miniſter is 
to read ; and when he bids you /ift 
1p your Heart to God, you muſt be 
| ſure not only to do it in word, but 
indeed and great earneſt. When the 
Prayer of Conſecration is over, (and 
not. before) you will have ſome time 
before the Bread and Wine are brought 
to you, which you muſt employ as 
well as you can, either in Prayer, or 
reading ſomething proper to medi- 
tate on, on that occaſion ; and to this 
purpoſe you may furniſh your ſelf 
out of ſome good Book of Devotion. 
But be not much diſcouraged if you 
cannot fill up all that ſpace, with re- 
gular Devotion, or with intenſe Me- 
ditation ; do as well as you can; re- 
member your own Offences with as 
much Sorrow as you can, and the 
Mercies of God to you in Jeſus Chriſt, 
with as much Love and Joy, and 
. : Gra- 
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h Gratitude; reſolve in earneſt to a- 
e mend in what Particulars you find 
r, your ſelf moſt faulty; and ask of 
» God the Grace and Power, to put 
is | theſe good Reſolves in execution; 
ft and that the Merits of this ſaving 
2 Sacrifice which you are now com- 
i memorating, may be extended and 
le applied to you, in the Forgiveneſs of 
d your Sins, and all other Benefits of 
je Chriſt's Paſſion. Recommend to God's 
It Mercy your Parents, and Relations, 
AS Friends, and all the World : Do any 
r thing that is good and proper to 
i- fill up the time, and employ your 
us . Thoughts, till the Miniſter come to 


If you, to give you the conſecrated Bread 9 
n. and Wine. | 


Jo 1 
e- par. And hath: I Gate, yoD 
e- would have me raiſe my Devotion to 

e- the higheſt pitch I can? 

as 

ne 22 Yes, [ would have you very 
ſt, intent upon What you are about: But 


nd take good — leſt, while you are 
a- ſtriving 


+ 
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Qtriving to raiſe your Heart, you be 
not loſt and bewildred. Strive rather 


for a ſerious and compos'd Mind; let 
your Devotion he rather regular and 


equal, than exalted and tranſported: 
Attend gravely to what the Miniſter 


preſerve thy Body aud Soul, to everla- 
fling life — be ſure you ſay ſoftly a 


moſt hearty Amen. For, is not that 


the thing you come for, and deſire: 
When he has faid— Take, aud eat 
this, in Remembrance that Chriſt died 


. for thee, and feed on him in thy heart 


by Faith, with Thankſgiving — take it, 
and whilſt you are eating it, e 
ſome ſuch Prayer as this— Grant, 0 
Lord, that the Senſe of this thy infi- 
wite Mercy, ſhew'd to Man in ſo much 
Miſery, may never depart from my 


Mind Let me, from henceforth, die to 
all my Sins, and my corrupt Affections, 


aud live alone to Righteouſneſs and Vir- 
tue ! I fledfaſily believe thou diedſt up- 


N 


ſays; and when he has repeated that 
excellent Prayer — The Body of our 
Lord Jeſus which was given for thee, 
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on the Croſs, to ſave me from the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of Sin, O give me but 
the Grace to walk with a thankful, ho- 


neſt heart before thee ! Accept of my 


tmperfeit Sorrow and Repentance, im- 
perfect Faith, imperfect Reſolutions, and 
let the precious Merits of my Lord ſup- 
ply the reſt, and make up what thou 


ſeeſt is wanting! When the Miniſter 


delivers the Cup, and ſays — The 
Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt which 
was ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body 
and Soul to Everlaſting Life — be ſure 
you ſay Amen, for there it is moſt 


proper, and there it was formerly 
placed. When he has faid— Drink 


this, in Remembrance that Chriſt's Blood 


was ſhed for thee, and be thankful — 
take it, and drink very moderately, re- 


garding neither Thirſt nor Pleaſure, 
in that Draught. And after you have 
done, you may make ſome ſuch ſhort 
Prayer, as you did after the Bread 
O let my Soul Le waſhed and cleanſed in 


the Blood of Jeſus, that was ſhed for 


me ! and let me never be unmindful of 


CG this 
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this Mercy, but give thee thanks, not 
only with my Lips, but Life, by giving 
up my ſelf to thy Service, and walk- 
ing before thee in Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs all my days, through Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord, to whom, with thee, 0 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, now and for ever ! But 
let me remind you, that you donot 
pretend to repeat either aloud or ſoft- 
ly, the Words which the Miniſter 
uſes, in delivering the Bread and Wine ; 
your Buſineſs is to attend ſoberly to 
what he ſays, and to ſay Amen. I 
tell you this, becauſe an idle Cuſtom 
has prevaild, of Peoples repeating 
what the Prieſt ſays ; to the dittur- 
bance of the Prieſt, and to the hin- 
drance, I dare ſay, of their own De- 
votion, which would be further d by 
a grave and ſilent Attention; which 
I take all occaſions to recommend to 
you. And that your Mind may be 
employed, whilſt the reſt are com- 
municating, you will chooſe to ſay 
ſome good Prayers, or read ſome 

ſhort. 


6 2 * * * * * * 
| 1 6 i 


_—_— —S 


N 


be Reaſonable Communic ant. 8 3 


ſhort Diſcourſe ſeaſonable and proper; 
and if that do not hold out to the 
end, you may liſten to the Miniſter 
delivering the Bread and Wine to the 
Communicants, and ſay a hearty Amen 
to each of them, for that is praying 
for the greatelt Bleſſing God can be- 
ſtow upon them — the Preſervation 
of their Body and Soul to Everlaſting 
Life. And when all haye received, 
and the Miniſter returns to his Prayers, 
be ſure you be not unready to join 
with him ; nay, though you ſhould 
not have ended your private Devo- 
tions, yet break them off, tho” in the 
middle, and join with the Publick 
ones, for that is better, and your 


Duty; and fo go on with him, in 
heart, till he have made an end. Af- 


ter which, vou will, in a ſhort Eja- 
culation, ask of God, the Forgiveneſs 
of all your Coldneſs, Wandring, and 
Indifference, or worſer Thoughts, du- 
ring the whole Performance; beſeech- 
ing him to preſerve in you, a lively 
Senſe of his Infinite Mercies ſhewn 
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to Man in Chriſt Jeſus, and that you 
may go home more and more con- 
{irn'din Virtue and holy Reſolutions, 
and abide in his Favour to Four Lives 
end. 


Par. I thank you, Sir, for your 
Care in thus preparing and conducting 
me, from the beginning of this So- 
lemn Performance to the end of it; 
and in particular, for thoſe hints of 
things that, to wiſer People, may ap- 
pear little, and needleſs, but to me, 
uſeful, orderly, and tending to Edi 
fication, if I rightly obſerve them. 
When all is over, I ſuppoſe, I ſhall 
return home, mighty well ſatisfied, 
tull of Unction, Joy, and holy Con- 
ſolation, allur'd of God's Favour, the 


Forgivencts of my Sins, and Everla- 


ſting Happincis, 


Min. It may be not: One may Le in 
God's Favour, without being aſſured 
of it; one may have his Sins forgi— 
ven, Without knowing or belicying 

it 
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it; and one may be (in the purpoſe 


of God) cverlaſtingly happy in the 


World to come, and yct be miſerable 


and deſponding here. Theſe things, 
1 think, we have already ſpoken to, 


and agreed in them. In this you may 
be fully ſatisfied, that if you truly re- 
pent you, of, your Sins, they ſhall be 
certainly torgiven ; and you hall cer- 
tainly be happy; but that is in the 
World to come; and whether you 
ſhall have the Comfort of believing 
your Sins forgiven, at ſuch a certain 
time, at, or after the receiving the 
Sacrament, is not quite fo ſure. No 


ſuch Joy, or Conſolation is annexed, 
by any Promiſe of God, to the wor- 


thy reception of the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment; the Benefits are indeed ſecur'd, 


by God's Promiſe, to the worthy Re- 


ceiver, from whence that Joy may 
reaſonably reſult ; but the Party may, 
by tome Indiſpoſition of Mind, not 
be filled with it; and let me now ad- 
viſe you, not to expect, or depend 


upon any ſuch unuſual Lightſomnels 
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or Conſolations; but if they follow, 
it is well ; if not, there is no Harm 
or Danger in the Want of them. Pre- 
pare your ſelf by true and ſincere 


Repentance, and come with Faith, 


and as well diſpoſed as you can, and 
leave the reſt to God; you will have 
the Satisſaction of having done your 
Duty, in the beſt manner you could, 
and with that you muſt be content, 
for the reſt is not in your power. 
| have known many good People diſ- 
conſolate upon this occaſion, by be- 
ing diſappointed of ſuch Expectations 
as their own warm Imagination had 
only raiſed in them, without any Rea- 


ton, or Promiſe made on God's part. 


They came away cold, and little affect- 
ed, trom the Sacrament, and thought 
their Hearts muſt have been fill'd with 
_ devout Tranſports; and becauſe of 
this, they fell into deep Concern, and 
believed they had not prepared them- 
{elves as they ought to have done, 
altho upon examining their Hearts, 


they could not juſtly charge them- 
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ſelves with any conſiderable Omiſſi- 
ons, or Negligence in that Work. 
And therefore be not diſcouraged, if 
you find not that Content and Plea- 
{ure after your coming from the Sa- 
crament, which you may hope, and 
wiſh for, before. Go on ſteadily in 
the ways of Virtue, and do your 
Chriſtian Duties conſtantly, and whe- 
ther you feel the ſenſible Warmths 
and Comforts of Religion or no, yet 
you ſhall never want, at length, the 
juſt Rewards of it; thoſe depend up- 
on Uncertainties, theſe upon God's 
Goodneſs and Truth, which cannot 
fail. 


Par. How oft, Sir, do you think 
it neceſſary for me to come to the Sa- 
crament: iT 


Min, No body can anſwer that 
Queſtion, better than your ſelf : You 
muſt conſider where you live, and 
what Opportunities you have of do- 
ing it, and what Reaſons you ſhall have, 
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not to communicate, where you have 
Opportunity. But be not, however, 
very ſcrupulous in the matter; do 
not think you offend God, if you do 
not lay hold of every Opportunity 
offered you, by the Place you live in; 
nor think it ſufficient, that you com- 
municate thrice a Year, (as the Law 
requires) when you may do it every 
Firſt Sunday in the Month, according 
to the Cuſtom of the City where you 
live. Fail not to obſerve the Law of 
the Land; and be ſure to have re- 
gard to the Cuſtom of the Place; 
and think upon the Advantages of 
ſerving God, and coming to this ho- 
ly Ordinance, and then your Piety 
and Diſcretion will direct you, how 
oft you are to communicate; let not 
little Occaſions hinder you, nor great 
ones pleaſe you; do not look upon it 
as a frighttul or a dangerous Duty, 
but eaſy, ſafe, and beneficial. And 
| give you theſe Cautions now, that 
you may begin with right Apprehen- 
ſions of the matter; for the firſt Im- 
preſſions 
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preſſions generally laſt, and People go 
on, and end, much as they enter on 


this Duty. 


Par. I thank you, Sir, for this 
Warning, and good Advice, which 1 
will make the beſt Uſe I can of : But 
I wonder much to hear you tell me, 
that this is not a frightful or hazar- 
dous Duty, when the Communion- 
Service is ſo full of dreadtul and ama- 
zing Threatnings, that I have known 
both underſtanding and religious Peo- 
ple much diſcouraged, and perplexed, 
by them. We are told in the Second 
Exhortation, that the Danger is great, 
if we Receive unworthily, even eating 
and drinking our own Damnation. And 
in the Firſt— that to come unworthily, 
is but thereby to encreaſe our Damnation. - 
and that the Devil will enter into us, 
and fill us full of all Iniquities, and 
bring us to Deſtruction both of Body and 
Soul. There is hardly any thing able 
to ſupport a Man's Spirit under ſuch 
Apprehenſions. I ſuppoſe theſe things 
8 e are 
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are ail of them exactly true, and not 
Exaggerations: And if they be, I 
leave vou to conſider, whether a Man 
may not as well venture not to come 10 
the Sacrament, as venture the hazards 
of coming «nworthily, and thereby in- 
creaſe his Damnation. 


Min. Remember (what have ob- 
ſervd before) that to come aunworthi- 


ly, is to come without any Repentance 


or Sorrow for paſt Offences, and with- 
out any Reſolutions of Amendment 
for the future. And ſuch a coming as 
this, mult neceſſarily increaſe a Man's 


Damnation, becauſe he does apparent - 


ly deſpiſe his Saviour, and inſult his 
Holy Ordinance, the whole Deſign of 
which, and almoſt every Word of 
which, ſuppoſes Sorrow tor his Sins 
paſt, and Purpoſes of Amendment for 


the time to come, "Tis almoſt like a 


Jew's coming to be baptizd, who 


hates Chriſtianity in his Heart, and 


intends to affront that Sacrament, but 
comes to lerve ſome ſecular Intereſt 
and 
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and End: Or if he comes not with 
Contempt and Malice, yet he makes 
a moſt ſolemn Profeſſion of a great 
many Promiſes, none of which he has 
any deſign of keeping. Now ſuch a 
one mult certainly be in a worſe Con- 
dition, than if he had never been bap- 
tiz'd, and his Baptiſm mull certainly 
increale his Damnation. And mult 
it not be the fame, with thoſe who 
come to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, and there pretend molt ſo- 
lemnly to repent and be ſorry for their 
Sins paſt, and to vow all holy Obe- 
dience for the future, and yet do nei- 
ther, but purpoſe to continue in their 


* grie vous Sins? Or if they do not po- 


litively purpoſe to continue in their 
Sins, yet have they no Intention to 
leave them. Such coming muſt un- 
avoidably increaſe Damnation, becauſe 
here is a new and moſt provoking Sin, 
of mocking Chriſt's Ordinance, add- 
ed to his old Impenitence. But truly, 
I believe, as well as hope, that not 

one Sinner in a hundred thouſand, 

comes 
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comes to the Sacrament, without a 
general Repentance, and ſome ſort of 
| Reſolution of forſaking his Sins, tho 
it be faint, and looſe, and ineffectual. 

And of ſuch, 1 know not how to con- 
clude, that they thereby increaſe their 
Damnation, any otherwite than they, 
who, without coming to the Sacra- 
ment, make ſuch kind of Reſolutions 
frequently, and yet forget and break 
them, may be ſaid allo to increaſe 
their Damnation; ſince every new Sin, 
does certainly add to our Miſery, and 
more and more endanger our Souls. I 
will therefore yield to you, that ? come 
unuorthiiy, is a greater venture, than 
to ſtay away; if by Unworthily, you 
mean a politive Intention not to leave 
your Sins, but ſtill to continue in them. 
But if by Uzworthily you mean ſuch a 
Repentance, and Reſolution of leaving 
Sin, as, tho. when it is made, is hearty 
and ſincere, yet afterwards proves in- 
eflectual, then I will not yield, that to 
come Unworthily is more dangerous 
than to ſtay away; becauſe the break- 


ing 
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ing a good Reſolution (not intended 
to be broken when it is made) is nota 
greater Offence, than not to make that 
Reſolution, altho' you were obliged to 
make it. Cajus, a great Squanderer, 
owed me a hundred Crowns, and upon 
my demand, promis'd to pay that Sum, 
at ſix Month's end, according to his 
Obligation; the Day came, but not my 
Debtor ; for tho' when he made that 
Promiſe, he was in great earneſt, and 
ſeriouſly intended to take up, and diſ- 
charge himſelt, yet he fell into his 
old looſe courſes, and was thereby dif- 
abled from approving, himſelf an ho- 
neſt Man. Titius, another Squande- 
rer as great as he, owed me the like 
Sum, under the like Obligation, but 
when called upon hum, made me no 
Anſwer, afhrming afterwards, that he 
would nor promiſe, becaute he intend- 
ed not to leave his ill courfes, which 
would certainly diſable him from pay- 
ing his Debt. Am J more obliged to 
Titius, tor not promiſing, becauſe he 
intended not to perform, than to * 
for 
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for promiſing and intending to per- 
form, altho he did not indeed perform 


Do I owe him more Favour, who re- 
fuſcs to promiſe, what he is in reaſon 


obliged - to promiſe, and in Juſtice to 
perform; than I owe to him, who pro- 
miſes in good earneſt, and intends at 

that time to perform, tho afterwards 
he forgets and fails > Put theſe two 
Men under equal Obligations, and e- 
qual Abilities of diſcharging them, and 
you will ſee, to which of them molt 
Kindneſs is owing, from the Creditor. 
To promiſe, with a purpoſe of not pay- 
ing, is to deceive me, and abuſe me; 
but to promiſe with a purpoſe of pay- 
ing, tho he do not pay, is only to diſ- 
appoint me. I ſay therefore 0 to make 
a ſnort Application) that to come to 
the Sacrament, with a general Sor- 
row and Concern for Sins paſt, and a 
general Reſolution to live better for 
the time to come, altho Men after- 


wards fall into Sin again, and forget 


their good Reſolutions, is not a wor- 


er and more hazardous thing, than 


to 


""_ OO 1 RY 1 „ a n * 
— 6 * * * 


= / Reaſonable Communicant. 95 


——— nr” 7 — 


to ſtay away from the Sacrament, 
without any Repentance at all of paſt 


Sins, or any Reſolutions of living bet- 


ter, but going on ſtill in their old 
courſe of Wickedneſs. If it were, in- 
deed, a voluntary thing, and leit at 
People's liberty, whether they would 
come to the Sacrament, or ſtay away, 
then it were ſafer not to come: But 
ſince it is a Duty laid upon Men by 
Chriſt's Command, and all Men are 
obliged to come, by virtue of the O- 
bedience they owe to their Saviour, 
I can ſee no ſafety in refuſing to come; 


and this refuſing to quality themſelves 


and come, mutt as certainly increaſe 
their Damnation, as coming leſs qua- 
lifted than they ought to be. I would 
not encourage any one to come Uz- 
worthily, 1. e. without Repentance, 


without Reſolutions of Amendment, 


without Faith, and without Charity, 
for certainly ſuchi coming mutt be ha- 


zardous. But Jcan fee as much ha- 


zard, in diſobeying Chriſt, in refuſing 
to come as he commands, becaulte 
Men 


« od 
ak N 
1 


* * X . n 
6 . * WED "©. thy — Me 25> 1 — r * anc. "OY 
I * * 3 n © 4 EY e 3 | 2 "op W | "F77" 

* * . - * ” " 4 © ax; Een? the ** * 7 a — 7 P a 4 1 - 

4 2 N * N e * 18 2 » 3 1 : LE ©. - =. — 9 * — 

- 2 = 1 4 7 BY \ . a 1 — . * 

4 * CES T7 - on. * - ; - * 1 6 : — as * 

YE" & C 8 % - 2 4 >> 


q * a * ang, 
4 TT Cy 1 < F O * 1 — $4 
4 * N 2 * * + .* - 
by * YER 5 4 
WM 4 


Bs The Ie Reaſonable G mapa, * 


Men live (and till reſolve to live) 
without Repentance, without Reſolu- 
tions of Amendment, without Faith, 
and without Charity. In a word, 
there is no ſafety but in Repentance 


and Obedience, both of which, by 


the Grace of God, are in every Chri- 
ſtians Power. And to that Grace I 
leave you, beſceching him who is the 


Author of that, and every other good 


and perfect Giſt, to beſtow them, in 
ſuch meaſure, on us all, that we may 
moſt Religiouſly diſcharge both this, 
and every other Chriſtian Duty, in 
the manner that we ought, to the 


Glory of his Great Name, and the 


Salvation of all our Souls in the Day 


be the Lord. Flu 
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